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INTRODUCTION 


The tragic and horrifying events that unfolded on April 20, 1999, in Littleton, Colorado — the cold- 
blooded murder of 12 Columbine High School students and a teacher by two fellow students, who subse- 
quently killed themselves — generated both revulsion and soul-searching by millions of Americans. News 
analysts, social scientists, political figures, educators, and law-enforcement officials, as well as innumer- 
able parents and students, felt stunned, angered, perplexed and vulnerable in the wake of this brutal attack 


on innocent people at a typical school on an ordinary day. 


This sense of concern is heightened by the fact that the Littleton incident was the sixth and worst 
such school-based “massacre” in less than two years. As the particular facts about this calamity and these 
two perpetrators emerged, much of the analysis, discussion and criticism focused on certain by-now-famil- 
iar areas (no less worthy of attention for their familiarity): guns and their easy availability, even to trou- 
bled young boys; the responsibilities of parents and teachers to perceive and act upon various warning 
signs of alienation, anti-social attitudes and violence, and the suggestive and arguably pernicious effects 
of some elements of contemporary teen-age culture — rock music groups and lyrics reflecting a preoccu- 
pation with gothic images of death; extremely violent and desensitizing movies and video games, and unin- 


hibitedly hateful Internet Web sites, facilitating expressions of bigotry and explanations of bomb-making. 


It is to the latter issue of Internet hate, the latest developments relating to it, and constructive respons- 


es available to concerned citizens of a democratic society, that this report is devoted. 


Concerns about online extremism are not new. In January 1985, the Anti-Defamation League 
released a report entitled Computerized Networks of Hate. Years before the Internet became a household 
word, that report exposed a computerized bulletin board created by and for white supremacists and acces- 
sible to anyone with a modem and a home computer. Aryan Nations, a paramilitary group affiliated with 
the “Identity Church” pseudo-theological hate movement, sponsored the bulletin board and named it 
“Aryan Nation Liberty Net.” The project was the work of two individuals: Louis Beam, then a Knights of 
the Ku Klux Klan and Aryan Nations leader, and George Dietz, the man behind the largest neo-Nazi pub- 
lishing mill in the United States. 


This bulletin board was a forerunner of extremism on the Internet. Computerized Networks of Hate 
detailed five ways the “Aryan Nation Liberty Net” served the white supremacist movement, all of which 
remain important to extremism on the Internet today. First, the bulletin board was designed to draw young 
people to the hate movement with appealing propaganda. Second, the network helped stir up hatred against 


the “enemies” of white supremacy. Third, the bulletin board was a means to make money. Fourth, the sys- 
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tem offered the potential for circulating secret, coded messages among extremists, and finally, it bypassed 


embargoes that nations outside of the United States placed on hate literature. 


Though Computerized Networks of Hate noted little to suggest that Aryan Nation Liberty Net repre- 
sented a great leap forward in the spread of anti-Semitic and racist propaganda, it warned that “compla- 
cency” about this development “would be unwise.” At the time, Beam wrote that the bulletin board was a 
“patriotic brain trust” and boasted that “computers are now bringing their power and capabilities” to the 


white supremacist movement. “The possibilities,’ Beam remarked, “have only been touched upon.” 


The same month that ADL released Computerized Networks of Hate, white supremacist Stephen 
Donald (Don) Black was released from prison. While serving just over two years, Black had learned to use 


computers. 


Don Black first became actively involved with the white supremacist movement in 1970, a year after 
the birth of ARPANET, the computer network that later became the Internet.' Black joined the Virginia- 
based neo-Nazi National Socialist White People’s Party at age 17, while he was still a high school student 
in Athens, Alabama. 


Five years later, following his graduation from the University of Alabama, Black became an “orga- 
nizer”’ for David Duke’s Knights of the Ku Klux Klan and distributed racist literature on the campus of his 
alma mater. That year, the first public demonstration of ARPANET took place at the International 


Computer Communication Conference (ICCC), and E-mail was introduced.’ 


By 1977, Black had become David Duke’s right-hand man, reflecting the new breed of Klansmen 
that Duke exemplified — young, articulate and educated. Duke handed Black the reins of his organization 
three years later. Toeing Duke’s line, Black presented a “toned-down” public image while preaching 


racism and anti-Semitism to fellow Klansmen. 


In 1981, Black was arrested with a group of nine other neo-Nazis and Klansmen in Slidell, Louisiana, 
and charged with plotting to invade the Caribbean island of Dominica, overthrow its government, and turn 
it into a “white state.” He was convicted, and following an unsuccessful appeal, he surrendered to Federal 


marshals in December, 1982. With Black in prison, the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan splintered. 


In the years following his release, Black gradually withdrew from white supremacist activism, even- 


tually becoming a computer consultant. However, he did not disavow his racism. 


It was Black who would launch Stormfront, the first extremist hate site on the World Wide Web, a 
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decade after ADL reported on “Aryan Nation Liberty Net.” “There is the potential here to reach millions,” 
Black said of the Internet. “I think it’s a major breakthrough. I don’t know if it’s the ultimate solution to 


developing a white rights movement in this country, but it’s certainly a significant advance.” 


Initially, Black could find only a handful of other Web sites that reflected his anti-Semitic, racist mes- 
sage. Today, hundreds of bigotry-laden sites promoting a variety of philosophies have joined Stormfront 
on the Web. The propaganda presented by these sites, from subtle to heavy-handed, is aimed at influenc- 


ing both attitudes and behavior. 


Though it is not always easy to draw a connection between online speech and violence, extremist 
groups with histories of violence have extensive Web sites. Additionally, extremists have used the Internet 
to comment favorably on violent acts. One Web site calls John William King, convicted murderer of James 
Byrd, an “American Hero” and asks readers to “give thanks to God” for King’s act. Another site’s 
“Memorial” to gay murder victim Matthew Shepard claims he “got himself killed” because of his “satan- 


ic lifestyle” and “will be in hell for all eternity.” 


Many extremist sites target the young. Hate groups such as the World Church of the Creator have 
posted Web sites filled with simple propaganda devoted specifically to wooing children. Bigotry-laced hard 


rock and the Internet have proved a natural match for racist Skinheads trying to capture the minds of teens. 


Practically and legally, combating online extremism is enormously difficult. The First Amendment’s 
protection of free speech shields most extremist propaganda, and Internet Service Providers, the private 
companies that host most extremist sites, may freely choose whether to house these sites or not. When 
providers choose not to host hateful sites, these sites migrate easily to the computers of services without 
such compunctions. Furthermore, the size of the Web, which contains hundreds of millions of distinct 
pages, complicates efforts to identify extremist material. Hundreds if not thousands of Web pages, some 


of which are not listed by search engines, contain bomb-making formulas. 


There are no simple answers. Yet, in spite of this, we as a society must find a way to respond to this 
daunting challenge. We need to recognize warning signs like the Web sites attributed to the Littleton sus- 
pects. Internet users need to let responsible authorities know about the threatening, hateful and violent 
material they find. And the computer industry, educators, parents, civil rights groups and government must 
work together to develop new and creative approaches to the unprecedented challenges posed by online 


extremism. 
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THE INTERNET: A WHOLE NEW WORLD 


While deeply disturbing, the growth of hate and extremism on the Internet simply mirrors the expan- 
sion of Internet use. What began as a small computer network used primarily by scientists and academic 
researchers has become a mass medium. Over 147 million people worldwide now use the Internet,’ 79 mil- 


lion of whom are in the United States.* 


Computers and Internet access are in workplaces, homes, schools and libraries, and prices for both 
are falling rapidly. Consumers can now easily purchase home computers for less than $800, and comput- 


er users can purchase unlimited access to the Internet for $20 a month or less. 


For many Internet users in the United States, going online costs nothing. Large numbers of U.S. workers 
have free access to the Internet at their offices. Many U.S. residents use free Internet access at their local 


public libraries, and educational institutions regularly connect their students to the Web free of charge. 


Most Internet Service Providers willingly “host” their customers’ World Wide Web pages; in return 
for a user’s access fee, they provide nearly unlimited use of the hardware and communications lines nec- 
essary for creating a site on the Web. Some Web-based services, such as Tripod and GeoCities, host 
Internet users’ pages free of charge. All of the above provide 


free, easy-to-use Web development tools, making it simple, . , : 
While deeply disturbing, the growth 


even for those who know nothing about computer program- ; 
of hate and extremism on the 


ming, to create their own Web pages. oe eee ens 
emet simply mirrors expan - 


Beyond low cost and availability, the Internet provides Sica OF, Tubeiiet Ee: 





a new type of information distribution, since time and dis- 
tance are compressed. Information posted there is available instantaneously, 24 hours a day, from any- 
where on the planet. The World Wide Web creates the illusion that all information is present in the user’s 


computer at the instant it is needed. Accessing information has never been easier. 


What’s more, the Internet has done more than that, for it has turned every user into a potential pub- 
lisher. It has never been easier for any individual to broadcast his or her ideas to the world. As Supreme 


Court Justice John Paul Stevens wrote: 


..-any person with a phone line can become a town crier with a voice that resonates far- 
ther than it could from any soapbox. Through the use of Web pages, mail exploders, and 
newsgroups, the same individual can become a pamphleteer. As the District Court found, 


“the content of the Internet is as diverse as human thought.”® 
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A worldwide collection of computers linked by high-speed phone lines, the Internet displays remark- 
able versatility, sometimes resembling a letter, on other occasions a telephone, and still other times a tele- 
vision. Like a printed letter, the Internet provides a way to communicate directly with others, near or far, 
but on the Internet, “E-mail” (electronic mail) is delivered nearly instantaneously (E-mail arrives so much 
more quickly than standard printed correspondence that users of the Internet sometimes call traditional let- 
ters “snail mail’). Furthermore, E-mail users pay nothing for the transmission of messages; their accounts 


are charged a flat fee for service, if they pay for their accounts at all. 


Like a telephone, the Internet provides a way to communicate in “real time” with others. A person 
using a chat room or Internet Relay Chat channel to converse with friends can engage in a fast-paced con- 


versation, for friends’ words appear on the screen mere seconds after they’ve been typed. 


Like television, the Internet can “broadcast” information to vast audiences. Millions of Internet users 
can view the same World Wide Web site simultaneously, and Web sites, like television programs, are able 
to transmit text, sound, photos, and moving images. “The benefit is that we reach tens of thousands of peo- 
ple, potentially millions,” Don Black said of the Web soon after founding Stormfront.® “It’s almost like hav- 


ing a TV network.” 


The growth of the Internet represents a revolution in communication as significant as that begun by 
the development of the printing press in the 15th century. Yet the time needed for its impact to be felt has 


been drastically telescoped. What took centuries is now taking place in a matter of a few years. 


TECHNOLOGY PERVERTED: THE INTERNET AS A HATE TOOL 


For years, hate groups have created written materials of every kind to spread their propaganda, 
including books, glossy magazines, newspapers, flyers and even graffiti. As communication technologies 
advanced, these groups have kept up. First, they used standard broadcast-band and shortwave radio, audio- 
tape, videotape and public-access cable TV. More recently, bigots of all kinds recognized the Internet’s 
power and rushed to use it to rally their supporters, preach to the unconverted, and intimidate those whom 


they perceive as their enemies. 


Even before Stormfront appeared on the Web, extremists had begun exploiting other ways to use the 
Internet, and these practices continue today. Lively conversations take place on numerous extremist 
Internet Relay Chat channels, such as #Nazi and #Klan. The USENET, a collection of thousands of public 


discussion groups (or newsgroups) on which people write, read and respond to messages, attracts hundreds 
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of thousands of participants each day, both active (those who write) and passive (those who simply read 
or “lurk”’). Newsgroups have been compared to community bulletin boards. Haters of all sorts debate, rant, 


and insult their opponents on newsgroups with titles such as alt.politics.white-power and alt.revisionism. 


Electronic mailing lists (or “listservs”) flourish as well. Such lists are like private “bulletin boards” 
available only to subscribers. While some lists keep their subscription information confidential, most are 
easy to join. Postings to some of these lists are moderated (i.e., monitored by the list operator who applies 


certain standards of acceptability), but others are entirely unregulated. 


In fashioning their lists, extremists and racists create an “electronic community” of like-minded people. 
Before the Internet, many extremists worked in relative isolation, forced to make a great effort to connect with 
others who shared their ideology. Today, on the Internet, bigots communicate easily, inexpensively, and 


sometimes anonymously with hundreds of fellow extremists. Online, 





extremists reinforce more easily each other’s hateful convictions. ; . 
With encrypted E-mail, extrem- 


Extremists also use E-mail, which allows them to communi- ists have found a secure fo 
in which to exchange ideas and 


plans. 


cate with one another directly, their missives ostensibly hidden 
from public view. In fact, E-mail is not truly private: computer- 
savvy individuals can intercept and read private messages. Some 
users, nervous about eavesdroppers, now use cryptographic programs. Cryptography converts written 
material using a secret code, rendering it unreadable by anyone who does not have the means to decode it. 


With encrypted E-mail, extremists have found a secure forum in which to exchange ideas and plans. 


E-mail can also be used to spread hate propaganda. With a mailing list and a message, hate mailings 
can easily reach the mailboxes of large numbers of people. Enterprising haters have managed to mass-mail 


hate materials to tens, hundreds, or even thousands of unsuspecting people without revealing their identity. 


Though purveyors of hate make use of all the communication tools the Internet provides, the World 
Wide Web is their forum of choice. In addition to its multimedia capabilities and popularity with Internet 
users, the Web allows bigots to control their message. Organized haters complain about civil rights 
activists who critique their manifestoes in USENET newsgroups and other interactive forums. In contrast, 
haters can refuse to publish critical messages on their Web sites, just as a TV station can refuse to broad- 


cast another station’s opinions over its airwaves. 


Furthermore, it is impossible for someone surfing the Web to know if any particular organization, 
other than one with a national reputation, is credible. Both the reputable and the disreputable are on the 


Web, and many Web users lack the experience and knowledge to distinguish between them. Increasingly, 
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Web development tools have made it simple for bigots to create sites that visually resemble those of rep- 
utable organizations. Consequently, hate groups using the Web can more easily portray themselves as legit- 


imate voices of authority. 


DON BLACK: WHITE PRIDE WORLD WIDE 


An unmistakable logo greets visitors to the Stormfront Home Page, the gateway to Don Black’s 
online world of bigotry: a cross ringed by the words “White Pride World Wide.” Under this logo, Black 


describes his site: 


Stormfront is a resource for those courageous men and women fighting to preserve their 
White Western culture, ideals and freedom of speech and association — a forum for plan- 


ning strategies and forming political and social groups to ensure victory.’ 


Though Black claims to be a “White Nationalist,’ not a hatemonger, his idea of “White Pride” 
involves demeaning, demonizing and menacing Jews and non-whites, and his concept of “victory” 


includes the creation of ethnically cleansed political enclaves. 


Since its creation, Stormfront has served as a veritable supermarket of online hate, stocking its 
shelves with many forms of anti-Semitism and racism. In its first two years, Stormfront featured the writ- 
ings of William Pierce of the neo-Nazi National Alliance; David Duke; representatives of the Holocaust- 
denying Institute for Historical Review and other assorted extremists. Conspiracy-laden discussions of the 
destruction of the Branch Davidian complex in Waco, Texas; the shootout at Ruby Ridge, Idaho, between 
the FBI and white-separatist Randy Weaver; and the bombing of the Murrah Federal Office Building in 
Oklahoma City appeared on the site’s Home Page. In one article, Kirk Lyons, defender and self-pro- 
claimed sympathizer of right-wing extremists, likened the events at the Branch Davidian compound to the 
Nazi destruction of the town of Lidice in Czechoslovakia.* In another piece, Eustace Mullins, an aged anti- 
Semitic conspiracy theorist who has spread hate for more than 40 years, suggested that the likely party 
responsible for the bombing in Oklahoma City is the Anti-Defamation League.’ In addition to text articles, 
early versions of Stormfront housed a library of neo-Nazi graphics available for downloading, a list of 
phone numbers for racist computer bulletin boards that were not on the Internet, and a short page of links 


to other hateful Web sites. 


By 1997, Black’s site became home to the Web pages of other extremists, such as Aryan Nations and 


Ed Fields, racist publisher of The Truth At Last, a hate-filled newspaper. He also posted new reprints of 
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white supremacist articles and essays, such as The Talmud: Judaism’s holiest book documented and 
exposed. Meant to inflame Christians by characterizing the Talmud as primarily anti-Christian and filled 
with “malice,” “hate-mongering” and “barbarities,” this particularly scurrilous tract willfully distorts and 
misrepresents an important religious document while demonstrating a complete lack of understanding of 


its history, complexity, and role in Jewish religious practice. 


In addition, Black posted Louis Beam’s article entitled “The Conspiracy to Erect an Electronic Iron 
Curtain.” Drawing on images of the Inquisition, Beam’s diatribe describes a massive conspiracy, led by a 


coalition of Jewish groups (including ADL) and the government, to censor the Internet. According to Beam, 


Writing about Jewish religious leaders and government spymasters operating in a collu- 
sive effort to erect an electronic iron curtain to restrict freedom of speech and information 
does not make one anti-Semitic or anti-government. The truth is anti-Semitic. The gov- 
ernment is erecting a police state. The author opposes both oppressive religious groups 
and repressive government. If speaking the truth and opposing tyranny makes one anti- 


Semitic and anti-government, then I am both... 


On January 13, 1998, Black appeared on the ABC-TV program “Nightline.” Presented in an intro- 
ductory segment as “a former member of the Ku Klux Klan,” he explained how he has “recruited people” 


via the Internet whom he “otherwise wouldn’t have reached.” He 





also commented that sites such as Stormfront “provide those peo- Obie Gat tee ee aes ee 


ple who are attracted to our ideas with a forum to talk to each table supe ie er caine 


other and to form a virtual community.” ge BEC eeceeiees Saen 


: : ; ree many forms of anti-Semitism 
Despite the fact that Black’s racist and anti-Semitic views 2 


. : : and racism. 
were clearly reported in a pre-recorded introduction, the program 





gave him the opportunity to market these views in a mainstream 

forum. In his subsequent discussion with Ted Koppel, “Nightline’s” host, and Floyd Abrams, a prominent 
First Amendment attorney (both of whom rejected his bigotry), Black tried to portray himself as reason- 
able. “You may consider my views dangerous, but so were those of the Founding Fathers, who were con- 
sidered dangerous,” he claimed. “In fact, their views...weren’t that much different from my own.” Later in 
the discussion, Black declared that “Fifty, 60, 70 years ago, what I’m saying was part of the mainstream.” 
He claimed a four-fold increase in visitors to his site during the days that followed the broadcast. Perhaps 


emboldened by this jump in traffic, Black has since picked up the pace of his online activities. 


Some of Black’s recent efforts have involved the expansion of Stormfront: enlarging its collection of 
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links, adding an interactive chat room, and housing additional racist Web sites. One of these sites, Our 
Legacy of Truth, offers the text of works such as “Proof of Negro Inferiority” by Alexander Winchell and 
Adolf Hitler’s Mein Kampf, as well as Willie Martin’s “1001 Quotes By and About Jews.” This pernicious 
compendium of quotations strings together mistranslated remarks made by Jews, statements of well- 
known non-Jews taken out of context, and the ravings of anti-Semites, so as to give readers the impression 
that Jews are constantly striving for global control. Another site now housed by Black, White Singles, 


serves as a free dating service for white supremacists. 





Jew Watch organizes its anti-Semitic “Women and men listed on WS [White Singles] are 
materials much in the same way a popular heterosexual, white gentiles only,’ its Home Page 
Web directory might group more benign declares. Well over 200 men and women have regis- 
information. tered for this service, many of them submitting pic- 





tures of themselves for viewing by prospective mates. 
A third new site at Stormfront, White Nationalist News Agency (NNA), posts the text of articles from the 
Associated Press and other reputable news sources, seemingly without legal permission. Attached to these 
articles are the racist and anti-Semitic comments of Vincent Breeding, NNA editor and National Alliance 
activist of Tampa, Florida. Clickable, colorful advertisements for the sites of the National Alliance and 


Holocaust denier Ernst Ziindel have also appeared at the NNA site. 


Beyond his additions to Stormfront, Black has begun to help other white supremacists by hosting 
their sites without publicly admitting that he is doing so. Unlike sites such as The Truth at Last or White 
Nationalist News Agency, which are housed by Black and are in effect part of Stormfront, it is not readily 


apparent that he services these other sites. 


Adrian Edward Marlow of Suisun City, California, maintains one of these sites, White Pride World 
Wide." In fact, Marlow owns Black’s Web server, the computer that contains his Web site and makes it 
available to Internet users. Black rents this server from Marlow and controls it electronically from a remote 
location: his home in West Palm Beach, Florida.!' Marlow also uses his own server to co-host white 


supremacist sites with Don Black. 


Not surprisingly, White Pride World Wide is advertised on Stormfront and links to the mailing lists 
and chat room at Black’s site. The rest of the site reflects Black’s values as well: it includes “1001 Quotes 
By and About Jews,’ Madison Grant’s racist tract The Passing of the Great Race and transcriptions of 
Louis Beam’s speeches. Like Stormfront, White Pride World Wide also houses other racist Web sites, such 
as Verboten (a German-language extremist site) and women.wpww.com (a site created by and for white 


supremacist women). 
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Black hosts a site named Blitzcast, which Stormfront and White Pride World Wide recommend for 
those seeking online, racist audio “broadcasts.” Using free audio software easily downloadable from the 
Web, visitors to Blitzcast can listen to the speeches of American Nazi Party founder George Lincoln 
Rockwell, the weekly radio addresses of National Alliance leader William Pierce, and the ravings of anti- 
Semitic Jew Benjamin Freedman. Also appearing at Blitzcast is Frank Weltner, who uses the pseudonym 


“Von Goldstein Mohammed” and runs Jew Watch, yet another site hosted by Black.” 


Jew Watch organizes its anti-Semitic materials much in the same way a popular Web directory might 
group more benign information. Weltner presents accusations that Jews were behind the terrors caused by 


Russia’s Communist regime in 


“Jews, Communism, and The Job Bis Geb em the Rinses its I 





of Killing Off the USSR’s Jew H atch 
Christians.” “Jewish Genocides SA A i ai i 
Today and Yesterday” describes er eee eer ee ee 
dee EL ADL, FAM Gitte seta Ube) ete ini, et) Sal eke Lael Pcl 


an alleged Jewish plan to deport 
non-Jews from the U.S. in 1946. 
“00% of All United States News- 


» Jeph Gepert 


papers Are Owned and Run by 





Jews” repeats the oft-heard charge 








that Jews run the media, and “The mbm Pens 
Rothschild Internationalist-Zionist- : pest = ites = a in. a Pe et ah = ; = = = 
Banking-One World Onder Family” ae zs 2 a — Se ee = : — = : - = ; = = 
claims that Jews control the world = pb Pool, Unie hh Ean fade hachicy 

pg] a bit ere 


of finance. Adolf Hitler’s writings, 
transcripts of Father Charles Coughlin’s anti-Semitic radio broadcasts, and the text of Henry Ford Sr’s big- 


oted International Jew are all available at Jew Watch as well. 


A subtler, though equally virulent anti-Semitism pervades the Bamboo Delight Web site. Hosted by 
Black, the site hides downloadable anti-Semitic and racist computer programs behind the false front of a 
company selling “Tai Chi Chuan Chinese Exercise” materials. Looking past “Asian Health Philosophy” 
items such as the “Nine Treasure Exercises of Ancient China” videotape and the “Skinny Buddha Weight 
Loss Method” pamphlet, Web surfers find the downloadable computer programs “Jew Rats,’ “Police 
Patriots,’ “ZOG” and “Talmud.” These programs are interactive in the same way that Web pages are inter- 
active: users “click through” their contents, viewing various pages filled with text and graphics. “Jew Rats” 


is a multi-panel cartoon that depicts Jews as rats that kill Christians and encourage integration. Blacks are 
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depicted as sub-human gorillas. “ZOG” contains the complete text of the “classic” anti-Semitic forgery 
The Protocols of the Elders of Zion along with dozens of other documents that claim knowledge of Jewish 


plans for world domination. 


When Marlow created Web sites at more than ten domain names that resembled the names of major 
daily newspapers, another misleading Web venture involving Black garnered attention. In October 1998, 
Marlow linked these sites directly to Stormfront. Consequently, Web users looking for news about 
Philadelphia at “philadelphiainquirer.com,” for example, ended up visiting Don Black’s site, not the 
Philadelphia Inquirer Home Page (which is located at phillynews.com). Other newspapers affected included 
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, the Chicago Sun-Times, the Atlanta Constitution, and the London Telegraph. 


As Black’s site has grown and he has aggressively continued to promote it, an increasing number of 
Web users have been visiting Stormfront. Black told the Associated Press that the number of contacts to 
Stormfront doubled during the domain name incident, to 2,000 per day. According to Black, Web surfers 


have accessed Stormfront more than a million times since its debut. 


Web users visiting Stormfront right now will likely find a bold advertisement in the lower left-hand 
corner of their screens. By clicking on it, they arrive at the Web site for perhaps America’s best-known and 


most politically active racist: Black’s mentor, David Duke. 


DAVID DUKE: WHITE REVOLUTION ON THE INTERNET 


Like Don Black, David Duke first became an active racist as a teen-ager. Soon after, as a student at 
Louisiana State University, he founded the neo-Nazi group White Youth Alliance. After his graduation, Duke 
founded the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan and launched a publicity blitz that boosted its membership. 


Duke tried to move the Klan into the mainstream, encouraging his Klansmen to “get out of the cow 
pasture and into hotel meeting rooms.” Heeding his own advice, Duke got himself on network television, 
where he articulated a subtle brand of racism, skillfully exploiting legitimate issues such as illegal immi- 
gration, affirmative action and court-ordered busing as a vehicle for voicing his white supremacist propa- 
ganda. Couching his bigotry in pseudo-scientific and sociological terms, Duke attracted audiences with his 
moderate-sounding approach, leading critical journalists to describe his views as “rhinestone racism” and 


“button-down terror.” 


Duke’s days as a Klan leader ended abruptly in 1980, after he was accused of trying to sell his 
group’s membership list. Duke left the Klan to establish and head the National Association for the 
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Advancement of White People (NAAWP), which he himself confirmed was simply a Klan without robes. 
Though Duke shed his official role in the NAAWP when he became more politically active, he continued 


to maintain ties to the group and its agenda continued to parallel his. 


Running as a Republican, Duke won a Louisiana State Legislature seat in January 1989, despite 
scrutiny and opposition from national Republican leaders. While in office, he continued to sell neo-Nazi 
literature. While claiming that he had repudiated racism, 
Duke made statements such as “Jews are trying to destroy 
all other cultures.” Duke won 43.5 percent of the vote in 


an unsuccessful 1990 U.S. Senate race and 700,000 


as a key to the future of the white 


supremacist movement. 
votes in a 1991 race for the governorship of Louisiana. 


David Duke has embraced the Internet 





After an unsuccessful Presidential bid in 1992, Duke retreated from the political arena but continued 
to concentrate on raising his media profile. He tried his luck as a radio talk show host in 1993, but his con- 
troversial program, the “David Duke Conservative Hotline,” proved unpopular. Two years after Duke failed 
to raise the $7,000 needed to continue broadcasting his program, he established The David Duke Report 


Online, a less costly venue for disseminating his views. 


David Duke has embraced the Internet as a key to the future of the white supremacist movement. An 
article featured prominently at his site, “The Coming White Revolution — Born on the Internet,” outlines 
his high hopes that the Internet will “facilitate a world-wide revolution of White awareness.” In particular, 


Duke believes the Web will shatter the control of his “unrelenting enemy,” the “alien anti-White” media: 


Up until now, unless someone met me personally, or read my material, the only way they 
could judge me is by what the liberal-biased media says. Now, that situation has changed. 
Millions of people are going online in America. Now, if they want to find out about me 
and my ideas and issues all they have to do is go into one of the search engines and search 


for “David Duke.” Hundreds of sources will show up.” 


29 66 


Concerned that the “non-white birthrate,’ “massive immigration,” and “racial intermarriage” will 
“reduce the founding people of America into a minority,’ Duke boasts at his Web site about the “genetic 
potential” of “our people,” stressing the “innate intellectual & psychological differences” between whites 


and Blacks. He describes these “differences” in an article entitled “Can You Handle the Truth?” 


The differences between Black and White go far deeper than simply the color of skin. 


They include differences in the most important part of the anatomy, the part that makes us 
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human: the very brain itself. Any forensic investigator can differentiate between a White 
or Black brain. Among the human races the differences go right down to the soul...The 
races of mankind have different levels of measured intelligence, different propensities to 
crime, different esthetic characteristics, and physical differences that lead them to varying 


representation in different sports. 


In another piece posted at his site, “Race and Christianity,’ Duke writes, “I truly believe that the 
future of this country, civilization, and planet is inseparably bound up with the destiny of our White race. 


I think, as the history of Christianity has shown, that our people have been the driving force in its triumph.” 


Duke’s site reprints more articles 
about racial inequality, many of which are 
stored in his “Race Information Library,” 
where he urges his readers to download, 
print, and distribute his work. “Be sure to 
e-mail your friends and associates about 


the David Duke Online site,” he adds. 


Posted at David Duke Report Online 
are downloadable broadcasts of “The 


David Duke International Internet Radio 





Show,” which Web users can listen to at 
any time for free, with just the click of a mouse. Among the subjects of these programs are “The 
Immigration Disaster — Unchecked immigration will destroy America,” “‘Erasing White Guilt’ —- The most 


elemental of human rights,” and “Black Crime spurred on by hate movies.” Duke comments: 


Let me ask you a question, how many millions of dollars would it cost me to have a radio 
station that could broadcast my radio programs to the entire globe-24- hours-a-day? 
Through the Internet, I do it RIGHT NOW and [at] a microscopic fraction of the cost. To 
listen anywhere in the world, all it takes is having a computer and simply being connect- 


ed to the Internet!“ 


In November 1998, Duke renamed and redesigned his site. The site, now simply called David Duke, 
pictures Duke amid colorful images of an American flag, the Lincoln Memorial, Mount Rushmore, and 
the White House. A “David Duke Biography” portrays the former Klan leader as a respectable citizen, list- 


ing the awards and degrees he has received and pointing out that he is a “publicly-elected Republican offi- 
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cial” (Duke currently serves as the Chairman of the St. Tammany, Louisiana, Republican Parish Executive 
Committee). Duke’s site also sells his autobiography, My Awakening: A Path to Racial Understanding; 


Duke promises to personally autograph all copies of the book ordered from the site. 


Though Duke’s site does not possess the depth or breadth of a site like Stormfront, his well-known 
name may attract curious, potential extremists browsing the Web. This is particularly troublesome considering 


Duke’s expressed belief in the Internet as a white supremacist recruitment tool and his recent offline activities. 


After years spent denying his racism in order to advance in politics, Duke has once again openly 
embraced the white supremacist movement. Ina July 1997 article published by The Tallahassee Democrat, 
he acknowledged that his politics were becoming “more radical” in reaction to what he referred to as a 
““srowing undercurrent’ of white frustration.” Most disturbing are his speeches given in 1997 and 1998 at 
four separate events sponsored by the National Alliance, a group the Anti-Defamation League has identi- 


fied as the single most dangerous organized hate group in the United States today. 


THE NATIONAL ALLIANCE: PIERCE’S CYBERNAUTS 


The National Alliance (NA) was originally established as the “Youth for Wallace” campaign in sup- 
port of the failed 1968 Presidential bid of Alabama Governor George Wallace. After Wallace lost, the 
group was renamed the “National Youth Alliance.” In 1970, William Pierce, a former American Nazi Party 
official, joined the group, and in 1974 (around the time that David Duke founded his Knights of the Ku 


Klux Klan), Pierce took the reins and dropped the word “Youth” from the organization’s name. 


Now in his mid-60s, Pierce still leads the group out of a compound in West Virginia. Using the pseu- 
donym Andrew Macdonald, he authored the novel The Turner Diaries, which details a successful world 
revolution by an all-white army, and the systematic extermination of Blacks, Jews, and other minorities. 
Many extremists regard The Turner Diaries as an explicit terrorism manual, and the novel is believed to 
have inspired several major acts of violence, including the April 1995 Oklahoma City bombing. Pierce 
continues to encourage violence, viewing it as the ultimate solution to what he terms “the Jewish prob- 
lem.” His weekly radio program, American Dissident Voices (ADV), is rife with incendiary speech. 
Between his novels and his broadcasts, Pierce provides bigots with both an ideological and a practical 


framework for committing acts of mass destruction. 


The National Alliance is currently the largest and most active neo-Nazi organization in the nation. In 


the past several years, dozens of violent crimes, including murders, bombings and robberies, have been traced 
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to NA members or appear to have been inspired by the group’s propaganda. At the same time, the organization’s 


membership base has experienced major growth, with its numbers more than doubling since 1992. 


The NA’s current strength can be attributed to several factors: its willingness to cooperate with other 
extremists (such as David Duke); its energetic recruitment and other promotional activities; its vicious, but 


deceptively intellectualized propaganda, and a skillful embrace of the Internet. 


A former physics professor at Oregon State University, Pierce was quick to understand the potential 
power of the Internet. Today, the NA’s site is one of the best-organized and most informative hate sites on 
the Web. It promotes Pierce’s Nazi-like ideology: biological determinism, hierarchical organization, an 
emphasis on will and sacrifice, and “a long-term eugenics program involving at least the entire populations 


of Europe and America.” 


In the section of its site entitled “What is the National Alliance?,” the NA calls for the creation of 
“White Living Space” purged of all non-whites and demands the formation of a government “wholly com- 
mitted to the service of [the white] race and subject to no non-Aryan influence.” On the site, this section 
is reprinted in Swedish, Dutch, and German, as are French and German translations of The Turner Diaries 


and the text of selected ADV broadcasts in Swedish. 


Also included on the NA’s site are Pierce’s anti-Semitic screed “Who Rules America” (a particular 
favorite among online bigots) and articles from the NA’s print publications, Free Speech and National 
Vanguard. These documents contain familiar themes: America is in decline, its vital essence polluted by 


non-Aryans, and only the revolutionary program of the NA can save it. 


Hate of non-whites runs through these pieces, but an extra dose of venom is reserved for Jews, who 
are cast as the source of all evil, driven by biological necessity to destroy “Aryan” society. Even when one 
of Pierce’s articles blames America’s presumed decline on the influx of non-Europeans, Jews are portrayed 


as the force responsible for this by spreading that most noxious of all ideas, “equality.” 


The NA Web site also features an online version of the NA’s National Vanguard Books catalog, 
which offers an extensive selection of racist and anti-Semitic books, videotapes, and cassettes. These items 
are divided into categories such as “National Socialist Revolution”; “Race: Science and Sociology”; and 


an especially long list of materials concerned with “Communism, Zionism, Feminism, and the Jews.” 


Visitors can order books from the National Alliance by downloading a user-friendly order form from 
the NA site, printing it out, and sending it to the NA with payment. Additionally, “any White person (a 


non-Jewish person of wholly European ancestry) of good character and at least 18 years of age who 
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accepts as his own the goals of the National Alliance” can apply for membership using the Web, by down- 
loading and printing out a membership form and mailing it to the group. Users can also find items relat- 
ing to a particular topic by plugging in key words to the site’s search engine; over 250 items turned up 


when searching for the term “Jews.” 


Each week, Pierce’s ADV radio program — transmitted over nine AM or FM radio stations and on 
shortwave — appears at the site on the day it has been broadcast on the radio. These broadcasts are stored 


in the site’s archives for several months, 


fe a ke ee ri ready to be listened to at any time, any- 
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at least two reviews (no longer at the 


site), NA supporters promoted their 
organization’s message. Reviewing The Turner Diaries, one of these sympathizers urged other readers to 
“contact the author’s organization, the National Alliance, and get involved in the struggle for self deter- 
mination and freedom for our people.” Another commentary lamented that whites who “just sit on their 
butts all day and allow the Jewish takeover of the U.S. to continue unchallenged really need to read the 


chapter called the “Day of the Rope.’ Everyone else who wants to fight needs to join the [NA].” 


In October 1994, thousands of people in four states received an unsolicited E-mail message con- 
taining NA propaganda from an untraceable address. An action like this is considered a serious breach of 
“netiquette” (responsible Internet use). The NA disavowed this act but noted its interest in sending unso- 


licited messages in its newsletter: 


It is easy to understand the temptation to [fraudulently use an E-mail account to send E- 
mail]...[Having] the right person’s password can open up all sorts of possibilities for 
large-volume transmissions. It is important for the Alliance to continue to exploit the 


Information Superhighway fully. Persons accessible through various computer networks 
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are usually professionals...and it [is] useful for us to saturate them with our message, 


whether they like it or not.’ 


A similar transmission of another National Alliance piece occurred in 1995, on the eve of the Jewish 
High Holy Days, and again in February 1998, when hundreds of people received an unsolicited E-mail 
message containing the transcript of Pierce’s ADV program entitled “Bill, Monica, and Saddam.” In it, 
Pierce claimed that by writing about the Monica Lewinsky affair, the “Jewish media bosses” harmed 
President Clinton, who “would do whatever they told him to do,’ but “had screwed up so many times that 
he had become a liability for them.” Pierce also asserted that the United States would attack Iraq and aid 


Israel, adding “the Jews would like to have us get 





id of Saddam Hussein and cripple Iraq for them.” 
‘We have organized members working as Bape payee a ey a Pee tran eines 


teams, not identifying themselves as Alliance Those sympathetic to the NA have also 


members bah. Qomng ilo hess qlecussicn targeted specific institutions, such as Southwest 


groups and virtually taking them over,’ Pierce 
explained. 


Texas University. In April 1998, three Black stu- 


dents there were charged with raping two white 





students at a dormitory party. The campus NAACP 
chapter voiced opposition to the charges and criticized school administrators for a “rush to judgment.” In 
response, a National Alliance supporter sent 16,000 unsolicited E-mail messages to students and faculty 
calling on the NAACP to apologize to “victims of rape” and all white women. “The truth is,” the E-mail 


read, “White people in this country are under attack by an ever-growing population of black criminals.” 


NA sympathizers have also posted thousands of messages to USENET newsgroups, seeing them as 
a way to broadcast their message widely. In its July 1995 Bulletin, the NA encouraged “the Alliance’s sea- 
soned cybernauts” to spread its Web site address ‘“‘as widely as possible.’ That same year, ADL released 
Hate Group Recruitment on the Internet, a report that dealt in part with the activities of NA sympathizer 
Milton John Kleim. Kleim, self-described “Net Nazi Number One,” flooded newsgroups with messages 
attacking Jews and non-whites, openly calling for authoritarian government and expressing admiration for 
William Pierce. In an article titled “On Tactics and Strategy for USENET,” Kleim urged “cyber guerillas” 
to leave the safety of racist newsgroups and post specially tailored messages to mainstream newsgroups. 
For instance, in a group focusing on food, writers might push the “kosher tax” message, charging that 
kosher food supervision costs consumers money. Above all, Kleim encouraged USENET bigots to “repeat 
powerful themes OVER AND OVER AND OVER’ and “systematically post the address for the [National] 


Alliance Website.” During the O.J. Simpson trial, Kleim and other racists posted messages to the alt.fan.oj- 
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simpson newsgroup declaring that white people are now victims and should not take it anymore. Many 


ended their messages with an advertisement for the NA Web site. 


In a 1996 speech to the NA’s Cleveland unit, Pierce described the NA’s organized effort to dominate 
discussions in USENET newsgroups. He outlined the operations of an “Alliance Cybercell,’ a group of 
NA supporters active in USENET newsgroups. “We have organized members working as teams, not iden- 
tifying themselves as Alliance members but going into these discussion groups and virtually taking them 
over,” Pierce explained. These cell leaders “decide what discussion groups they want to get into...analyze 
the situation, analyze the types of propaganda that have been presented by the other side and we go in there 
and just tear them apart.” Though Pierce encouraged online NA supporters to shift their recruiting activi- 
ties from public debate to private discussions, one still finds NA members descending on USENET news- 
groups and other public forums where they believe they might find sympathizers, spewing their hateful 


propaganda and inviting people to visit the NA Web site. 


NA members correspond privately via E-mail not only with potential recruits, but also with each 
other. The organization claims to have established a “Rapid Response Team (RRT),” a group of NA vol- 
unteers who are contacted via E-mail to respond to special situations. According to the NA, this team 
serves many purposes, from gathering information to quickly alerting other NA members in their area 


when an “emergency” arises. 


In a July 1998 ADV broadcast, Pierce asked: 


What can we do to free ourselves from the Jews? What can we do to break their death grip 
on our mass media of news and entertainment and on our political system? How can we 
bring about an end to their racket of using us to extort money from the rest of the world 


for them? 


William Pierce, like David Duke and Don Black, clearly sees the Internet as part of the answer to 
these questions, deeming it “the one medium where we are on an equal footing with CBS, NBC, and all 


the rest of them.” 


NAAWP: DUKE’S PROGENY ONLINE 


While David Duke has recently allied himself with the National Alliance, his NAAWP has also 


jumped on the Internet bandwagon. 
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Duke once described the NAAWP as “a perfect foil for me.” Around 1990, soon after his successful 
run for the Louisiana State Legislature, he resigned from leadership of the group, but he still remained 
active behind the scenes. Duke’s campaign treasurer, Paul Allen, became the NAAWP’s leader, and the 
office for Duke’s unsuccessful 1991 gubernatorial campaign served as the group’s headquarters. The 
NAAWP has described Duke as “former NAAWP President and still, best friend to the organization,” and 
Duke’s Web site proudly identifies him as “founder and former National President of the NAAWP.” 


The NAAWP portrays itself as a non-profit “white rights” organization that defends white interests 
and rights in the same fashion that the NAACP works for the “Advancement of Colored People.” Unlike 
some groups that proudly embrace the label of “racist,” the NAAWP is more subtle in its hate. As early as 
1985, the NAAWP encouraged its followers to mute their white supremacist views and “never refer to 
racial superiority or inferiority, only talk about racial differences, carefully avoiding value judgements.” 
The NAAWP North Carolina chapter Web site responds to the question “Is the NAAWP a ‘hate group’ ?” 
with a firm “absolutely not.” At the national NAAWP 





The National NAAWP Web site offers par- site, a group leader writes, “I don’t condemn black 
ticularly clear examples of the bigotry that people. I want the best for them, both from a com- 
underlies the NAAWP’s talk about ‘white passionate Christian-point-of-view, and because if 

rights.’ they escape from the cycle of poverty, drugs, and 





crime, then we too will be better off’’ According to 
the NAAWP Michigan chapter, “the NAAWP doesn’t stand for hating anyone, and more importantly it 
never has. It’s about building a new, better society. A homogeneous community where everyone con- 


tributes, everyone benefits, and all share a common set of values and cultural beliefs.” 


The NAAWP, like David Duke, has tried to hide its hate, but its racist and anti-Semitic views, like 
those of its founder, are evident. NAAWP News, the group’s newsletter, has regularly published articles 
with titles like “Anti-Semitism is normal for people seeking to control their own destiny”; “Jewish control 


of the media is the single most dangerous threat to Christianity,’ and “Why most Negroes are criminals.” 


On its Web sites as well, the NAAWP shows its true colors. “Tired of Black History Month, Martin 
Luther King Day, Miss Black USA, Black Entertainment Network, The United Negro College Fund, [and] 
Affirmative Action?” asks the NAAWP Arkansas chapter site. The Hawaii chapter’s site calls gays “the 
worst predators on [sic] our children” and declares, “the Jesse Jacksons of this World just want White 


Women around to Pimp for Money and Drugs and to make the White Man Pay.” 


The National NAAWP Web site offers particularly clear examples of the bigotry that underlies the 


NAAWP’s talk about “white rights.” It presents an anti-Semitic essay by National Alliance member Kevin 
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Alfred Strom with the comment, “this essay is a real call to all arms for all the races and nations of the 
world to rise up against these hypocrites, deceivers and tyrants - the j*ws [sic].” The site also posts anoth- 
er essay by Strom, “The Beast as Saint,’ which purports to discredit Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as a pla- 
giarizer and a patron of prostitutes. A third document at the site, “Jews, Jews, Jews,” offers “proof that the 


Jew really does control the media” in the way of a list of “Jewish CEOs.” 


THE KU KLUX KLAN: BURNING CROSSES IN CYBERSPACE 


NAAWP members sometimes attend rallies organized by an older, better-known hate group: the Ku 
Klux Klan (KKK). For more than 130 years, the Klan has provided a model for extremists by actively prac- 


ticing and promoting bigotry, intimidation and violence. 


The strength of America’s oldest hate group has fluctuated, peaking and receding at various times in 
American history, coinciding with the rise and decline of social and economic discontent in the nation. The 
economic, political and cultural changes in the South after the Civil War, the dislocations in the early 


1920s and the struggle for civil rights in the 1950s and 1960s all fueled Klan growth. 


In recent years, as a result of the counteractions of law enforcement and civil rights groups, chang- 
ing fashions in the extremist movement, and internal power struggles, the Klan has lost much of its clout. 
David Duke’s Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, which fell into decline when Don Black went to jail, under- 
went a major split in 1994. Other large, national Klans active in the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s have also dis- 
integrated. For instance, a 1987 Southern Poverty Law Center legal victory effectively dismantled the 
United Klans of America after its members lynched a Black teen-ager, Michael Donald. A 1993 court order 
disbanded the Invisible Empire, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan after group members pelted civil rights 


activists with rocks and bottles during a brotherhood march in Forsyth County, Georgia. 


Still, in the 1990s, Klan members remain active and violent, planning terrorist bombings and burning 
Black churches. In April 1997, three Klan members were arrested in a plot to blow up a natural gas refin- 
ery near Fort Worth, Texas. Three more men with links to the Klan were arrested in February 1998 for 
planning to poison water supplies, rob banks, plant bombs, and commit assassinations. In a July 1998 court 
judgment, the Christian Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, its South Carolina state leader Horace King, and 


several other Klansmen were held responsible for their roles in a conspiracy to burn down a Black church. 


Like other white supremacist groups, the Klan has turned to the Internet as a means to revitalize their 


movement and attract a new cadre of supporters and activists. “Up until last month, the Knights of the Ku 
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Klux Klan Realm of Florida was very small,” writes Brian K. Bass of his Klan group. “But now we have 
a website up, and our numbers are growing dramatically. We picked up 6 new members in just the last two 


weeks, and have other applications under consideration. I feel that this is due to the website.”'® 





On the Web, some Klan factions favor the toned- 
; : ; Like other white supremacist groups, the 

down rhetoric associated with the NAAWP and other 

; ; Klan has turned to the Internet as a 

hate groups trying to appear mainstream. The first Klan 
. means to revitalize their movement and 

page on the Web belonged to a group that adopted this 

: attract a new cadre of supporters and 
strategy: Thom Robb’s Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. 





Robb’s site presented a “kinder, gentler” Klan 
that teaches white racial pride but professes to be neither anti-Black nor anti-Catholic. Whites “have a right 
to be proud of their race’ the site explains, adding that the popular image of a racist Klan is a lie delib- 


erately spread by the liberal media. 


Nonetheless, Robb’s site relied on traditional Klan themes: whites are victims of intolerance who face 
racial extinction from a horde of Blacks and foreigners eager to intermarry and destroy American culture 
and religion; America should belong to Americans, not Asians, Arabs or Jews. Furthermore, early incar- 
nations of Robb’s site reprinted the “Franklin Prophecy,” a vile, anti-Semitic speech falsely attributed to 


Benjamin Franklin. 


As of mid-1997, about half of the Klan sites on the Web were affiliated with Robb’s group. Its 
impressive presence on the Internet obscured its diminished power and meant to give the casual observer 


the impression of a revived, vital and active Klan attracting members everywhere: 


Here are some reasons why we are growing so fast and why the Klan Movement is the 
White People’s answer...The Klan name and symbol breaks through the paper curtain of 
the anti-White media and brings us to the attention of those who want to learn more about 
us...The Klan is youth oriented...The Klan is worldwide in scope...The Klan is surging; 


it is pulsating forward and growing with every day and every hour."* 


At that time, the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan Realm of Texas site posted a glamorized, mythic ver- 
sion of the Klan’s history — one long rejected by historians. The site then offered a distorted account of the 


present, using its fictionalized history to argue that the Klan is needed because history is repeating itself: 


The end of the War Between the States in April of 1865 marked the beginning of a terri- 


ble time of trouble for the citizens of the southern states...It was out of these dismal con- 
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ditions that six just and decent men of honor came together forming the Ku Klux Klan. 
Led by General Nathan Bedford Forrest, by 1877 these courageous men had driven the 
troops back north. For a time, they saved the White South from...the hatred of the numer- 
ous renegade Negroes. Today, we are seeing history repeating itself. Our land is once 
again being destroyed by the same treason. This time it is not only confined to the South, 


but it is affecting the nation as a whole.” 


This preposterous and self-serving version of history was coupled with the brazenly false historical 


claim that the Klan robe and hood have “never been used by the Klan for any type of wrong doing [sic].””° 


Today, Robb’s Klan site reflects even stronger efforts to appear respectable, particularly in stating, 
like Duke, that the Klan’s goal should be “political power.’”! This “political power” is to be used to com- 
bat “anti-white and anti-Christian propaganda” and “to promote “White Christian civilization.” Robb 
remains dismissive of the Klan’s violent image, claiming his group “is well known through out [sic] law 


enforcement for being non-violent.” 


Some Klan members are not content with this toned-down language. Robb comments that “some 


yo 


individuals quit [his group] because they don’t believe we are ‘tough enough!’” Possibly he was referring 
to Dennis McGiffen, David Neumann, and Troy Murphy, who broke from Robb in 1994 to start their own 


Knights of the Ku Klux Klan in Michigan. 


Now led by Shane Crowe of Louisiana, this group has numerous sites on the Web as well. Unlike Robb’s 
sites, those of the Michigan faction do not soft-pedal their bigotry. At the Web site of its Oregon chapter, this 
Klan openly and honestly declares, “we believe in White Supremacy. The Klan believes that America is a White 
man’s country, and should be governed by White men.” Blatant extremist views can also be found at the nation- 
al Web site for Crowe’s Klan, which features a prominent link to Stormfront, the text of Kevin Alfred Strom’s 


6“ 


“The Beast Is Saint,’ and a reprint of Henry Ford Sr.’s “classic” anti-Semitic text, The International Jew. 


At its national site, Crowe’s Klan has a page entitled “Judas Amoung [sic] Us,’ which describes 
numerous “traitors” to white supremacy, including Robert Spence, an “Imperial wizard [sic] who found- 
ed the True Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.” Spence is accused of turning in and setting up four Klansmen 
who “allegedly were going to bomb an oil refinery, as a diversion for a robbery.” Richard Bondira, whose 
address and phone number are also listed on the “Judas” page, is accused of turning in Troy Murphy, one 


of the leaders of Crowe’s Klan, to the FBI. 


One “‘traitor,’ Vince Reed, was described on the “Judas” page as an “FBI informant” who was 


“always trying to involve others in illegal activity.” In fact, Reed was an informer who helped Federal pros- 
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ecutors and the FBI win convictions against five supremacists, including former Klansman Dennis 
McGiffen. Following these convictions, Assistant U.S. Attorney Norman Smith told the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch, “There has been an effort by numerous individuals to locate Mr. Reed.” Citing an E-mail mail- 
ing list run by Crowe’s Klan (“Klan-E-Mail-News”), the Post-Dispatch reported that a number of Klan 
activists looking for Reed posted numerous comments on the Internet. One Internet user wrote, “I have a 

picture of this RACE TRAITOR,” and 


another offered a physical description of 


Cee ee ee ee ee ee ne ee 


Reed, calling him “this scum of the 
Earth...I shall scan his picture from a 


news clipping and make it available.”” 


Internet users can also find the 
“Judas” page at the Web site of the 
Knights of the White Kamellia, Realm 


Food pre Joerahls fyereecds a [epee Ur PE ever Fare 


of Virginia. Another unabashedly bigot- 
ed Klan with more than a few Web sites, 
the Knights of the White Kamellia was 
founded in Louisiana in 1993.” This 

— group seeks to “maintain and defend the 
superiority of the White race,” maintain “a marked difference between the White and Negro race,” prevent 
the government “from falling into the hands of the Negro and or the ungodly,” and educate “against mis- 


cegenation of the races.” 


Many other Klans are also now on the Web. Web users can find a membership application for the 
American Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, perhaps today’s most vocal and active Klan, at that group’s Web 
site. A few sites use the old Klan moniker “Invisible Empire,’ among them America’s Invisible Empire of 
Alabama and Pennsylvania’s Invisible Empire KKK. Smaller regional groups, such as the Southern Cross 


Militant Knights and the Northwest Knights, are active on the Internet as well. 


While the Klans on the Web represent different factions and espouse various viewpoints, their Web 
sites are formatted in similar ways. Most Klan sites contain a membership application, a list of upcoming 
rallies, a statement of principles, an explanation of customs (such as cross burning), and a spurious account 
of Klan history. At many sites, the three latter items are adaptations, if not direct appropriations, of the 
materials originally posted at Robb’s Klan sites. In fact, Robb threatened Crowe’s group with legal action 


for posting a document that Robb claims belongs exclusively to his Klan. 
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Furthermore, some Klan sites link to other Klan sites with which they are not affiliated. For instance, 
the North Georgia White Knights Web site links to many chapters of the Knights of the White Kamellia, 
the New Order Knights, and the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. The site for America’s Invisible Empire 
links to the Web pages of the Northwest White Knights and Knights of the White Kamellia, among oth- 
ers. Such links, as well as the similarities between KKK sites, demonstrate the bonds among the different 


Klan factions, despite their infighting. 


Also common to many Klan Web sites is advocacy of “Identity,” a pseudo-theology that claims to be 
a form of Christianity, but is in reality a hateful mixture of anti-Semitism, racism, and homophobia. 
Identity holds that Jews are the offspring of Satan; that Blacks and other racial minorities are inferior; and 


that white Anglo-Saxons are the “true Israelites.” 


Though his Klan site currently contains no mention of Identity, Thom Robb has long been an adher- 
ent, and one of his earlier Klan sites provided links to Identity sites. Crowe’s Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 
site and the Oregon chapter site contain numerous links to Identity materials. The Northwest Knights of 
the Ku Klux Klan Web site lists “Christian Identity programs on cable access” and Identity events, along 
with an article sympathetic to Identity “theology” entitled, “Christian Identity: What is It?” The Web site 
of the Knights of the White Kamellia Texas chapter includes the text of an Identity article which claims 
that “many Christians may have much more Hebrew-‘Israelite’ blood in their veins than most of their 
Jewish neighbors.” At its site, the White Camelia Knights of the KKK identifies itself as simply a 
“Christian Identity Klan.” 


THE IDENTITY CHURCH MOVEMENT: THE WORSHIP OF HATE 


The Identity Church movement, a pseudo-theological manifestation of racism and anti-Semitism on 
the far right, first came to light in the U.S. during the late 1970s and early 1980s, though its roots lie in the 


late years of the last century, with the British movement known as Anglo-Israelism. 


Anglo-Israelism held that white Anglo-Saxons are descended from the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel. 
Adherents to this doctrine believed that England and the U.S. are the true Israel in which Biblical promis- 
es to the “Chosen People” are to be fulfilled. The Identity movement takes the position that white Anglo- 
Saxons — not Jews — are the real Biblical “Chosen People;” that Jews are the descendants of a union 
between Eve and Satan; and that the white race is inherently superior to other races. Identity believers 
assert that Blacks and other nonwhites are “mud people,” on the same spiritual level as animals, and there- 


fore without souls. 
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A nationwide movement, Identity has filled dozens of “churches” with its hate. Additionally, Identity 
has become the “religion” of choice for many hate groups, including Aryan Nations and the Posse 


Comitatus, in addition to some factions of the Ku Klux Klan. 


Numerous Identity “churches” have established a Web presence in recent years, among them 
America’s Promise Ministries, Stone Kingdom Ministries, and Kingdom Identity Ministries. Many of 
these organizations have made good use of the Web to market their pamphlets, books, and videotapes to 
their supporters. America’s Promise Ministries 
offers Web users a vast online catalog of books, 

: : : Many of these organizations have made 
pamphlets, audio tapes, and video tapes filled with 
good use of the Web to market their pam- 


their racist beliefs. Along with a section full of 
; : ; phlets, books, and videotapes to their sup- 
online Identity books and book reviews, the Stone 
porters. 


Kingdom Ministries Web site lists hundreds of 





“Bible Studies on Audiocassettes” for sale. Among 

bumper stickers, decals, charts, and other merchandise, the Kingdom Identity Ministries Web site retails 
Identity-based books written for children. Also at the Kingdom Identity site, Web users can enroll in a cor- 
respondence course, which consists of studying almost 300 pages of Identity materials, to receive a 


“Certificate in Christian Education.” 


With links to these “churches” at its Web site, the bimonthly newspaper The Jubilee of Midpines, 
Iowa, serves as a national umbrella publication for Identity believers. Like the Web sites for those groups, 
the Jubilee site puts the power of the Web to use to raise funds. In addition to selling books and videotapes 
that the Jubilee guarantees “you won’t find in the B. Dalton bookstore,” visitors to the Jubilee site can sign 
up for subscriptions to the newspaper’s print edition; buy advertising in its print or online versions, and 


purchase inexpensive, long distance telephone service that will benefit The Jubilee. 


While some Identity “churches” focus on the Web’s commercial potential, paramilitary Identity 
groups such as the Posse Comitatus and Aryan Nations have used it to encourage action. Ideologically, 
early Identity “theologians” William Potter Gale and Wesley Swift deeply influenced these particularly 


vicious organizations. 


Posse Comitatus 


William Potter Gale created an Identity group named Posse Comitatus, which means “power of the 
county” in Latin. Other Posses unaffiliated with Gale sprang up in its wake, particularly during the 1970s 


and 1980s. Loosely affiliated bands of armed anti-tax and anti-Federal government vigilantes and sur- 
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vivalists, these Posses believed that all government power is rooted at the county, not Federal, level. 


Because they are convinced that the Federal government is controlled by “enemies” (usually Jews), 
Posse adherents resist paying taxes as well as other duties of law-abiding citizens. Aspects of the Posse’s 
ideology, most notably its fierce hostility to Federal authority, reverberate among today’s militia and com- 


mon law court activists. 


In the 1970s, Posses attracted Klan members and other anti-Semites (among them David Duke), and 
in 1983, these groups gained nationwide attention when active Posse member Gordon Kahl murdered two 
Federal Marshals in North Dakota and became a fugitive. When Kahl died in a shootout with Arkansas law 


enforcement officers, Posses and other Identity groups made him a martyr. 


In 1991, James Wickstrom, an Identity minister and Posse leader based in Michigan, was convicted 
of plotting to distribute $100,000 in counterfeit bills to white supremacists at a 1988 Aryan Nations event. 
He was released from prison in 1994 and today runs a Posse Web site with fellow Identity “Pastor” August 


Kreis of Pennsylvania. 


At his Posse Web site, Kreis calls “the occupying forces” of the “zionist [sic] or jewish [sic] occu- 
pied government” the enemies of “We the People” and describes them as the reason that the government 
has “grossly overstepped its bounds.” Expressing his desire to establish an Identity-based theocracy in their 


place, he writes: 


I have heard it said that if those of us who are adherents to Racial Identity ever come to 
power there would be less tolerance in this country than there is now. I would have to 
agree with that statement. Because, we would bring this country back under God’s law! 
We are not in this fight to regain a piece of paper that doesn’t even mention God! [i.e., the 
U.S. Constitution] It’s because of that piece of paper that we’re in the mess we’re in 
now...Tolerance, is the whole problem! We would have his [sic] law...there would be NO 


tolerance.” 


Kreis and Wickstrom also use their Web site to editorialize about current events. Written by Kreis, 
“Villain or American Folk Hero?” voices support for alleged abortion clinic bomber Eric Robert Rudolph. 
Kreis claims that “those who call themselves Identity” and “a growing consensus of conservative 


Christians” believe Rudolph has “done the will of...God.” 


In justifying Rudolph’s alleged actions, Kreis stresses that “it is...an inarguable matter of Scriptural 


mandate that those involved with [abortion] have committed capital murder — a crime punishable by 
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DEATH!” Kreis maintains that “several hundred [Jewish Occupational Government] agents” are chasing 
Rudolph to “execute him” on the spot, and he urges “the proud European White folk living in this coun- 
try” to “rise up against this tyrannical, parasitic [Jewish] communist government.” Perhaps Rudolph 
engenders greater sympathy among this group because he himself may be an Identity believer: in 1984, he 
and his family spent several months at the Schell City, Missouri, Church of Israel compound run by 


Identity preacher Dan Gayman. 


With regard to the brutal murder on October 23, 1998, of Dr. Barnett Slepian of upstate New York, 
likely targeted because he performed abortions, Kreis and Wickstrom comment, “Not much needs to be 
said. The justice in the ‘putting to DEATH’ of this jewish [sic] abortionist says it all!...Pray that other True 


Israelite Warriors across this land continue to rid our country of these murdering bastards!” 
Aryan Nations 


A contemporary of Posse Comitatus co-founder William Potter Gale, Wesley Swift was a Klan orga- 
nizer who served as an aide to Gerald L.K. Smith, for many years America’s most notorious peddler of 
anti-Semitism. During the 1950s, Swift was a leader of a Los Angeles church called the “Anglo-Saxon 
Christian Congregation.” When Swift died, “Rev.” Richard G. Butler proclaimed his “Church of Jesus 
Christ Christian” (CJCC) the direct successor to Swift’s church. In the early 1970s, Butler formed a new 
group around his church: Aryan Nations (AN). Since then, he has held court at a 20-acre AN/CJCC com- 
pound in Northern Idaho, anticipating the creation of an exclusively white “national racist state” in the 


Pacific Northwest. 


At its Web site, AN preaches that God’s creation of Adam marked “the placing of the White Race 
upon this earth’; and that “the twelve tribes of Israel” are “now scattered throughout the world” and are 
“now known as the Anglo-Saxon, Germanic, Teutonic, Scandinavian, Celtic peoples.” As a corollary, all 
non-whites are seen as inferior, but it is the Jews who are singled out as the special object of AN’s “‘theo- 


logically” based hatred. 


AN vilifies Jews as “the natural enemy of our Aryan (White) Race. This is attested by scripture and 
all secular history. The Jew is like a destroying virus that attacks our racial body to destroy our Aryan cul- 


ture and the purity of our Race.” 


Citing the Book of Revelation, AN envisions a “battle” being fought “between the children of dark- 
ness (today known as Jews) and the children of light...the Aryan Race, the true Israel of the bible.” 
According to AN, there will “soon” be a “day of reckoning,” in which “the usurper will be thrown out by 


the terrible might of Yahweh’s people, as they return to their roots and their special destiny.” 
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In this struggle between the Jews and “the children of light,’ AN claims that the Jews have a surrogate: 
the United States Government, often referred to as “ZOG” (Zionist Occupied Government). In 1996, AN posted 
to its site an “Aryan Declaration of Independence,” which declared, “the history of the present Zionist 
Occupied Government of the United States of America is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations... 
[all] having a direct object — the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these states.” Holding “the erad- 
ication of the White race and its culture” as “one of its foremost purposes,” this “ZOG” is accused of relin- 


quishing the “powers of government to private corporations, White traitors and ruling class Jewish families.” 


AN perceives itself as literally surrounded by enemies: vigorously fighting back is not only a solu- 
tion to its problems, but a duty. According to AN, those whites who resist “ZOG” are “chosen and faith- 


ful,’ and the white “Racial Nation has a right and is under obligation to preserve itself and its members.” 


Although primarily an Identity group, AN embraces a neo-Nazi philosophy. Richard Butler himself has 
praised Hitler, and at the AN Web site, which announces, “WE BELIEVE in the gam-ma’di’on...a cross formed 


of four capital gammas...in the figure of a swastika,” he is pictured giving the raised stiff-arm Nazi salute. 


One of the most ambitious Identity Web sites, the AN site contains a membership application, a sub- 
stantial book catalog, an online “Literature Archives” of hateful texts, and a long list of links to other hate 


sites. However, the most significant aspect of the 





-_ site may be its growing “Public Notices” section, 
One of the most ambitious Identity Web sites, am ; ; ; > 
. providing timely information about AN’s activi- 
the AN site contains a : _ 
ties and opinions. 
membership application, a substantial book 


catalog, an online ‘Literature Archives’ of Two “Public Notices” from early 1998 are of 
hateful texts, and a long list of links to other particular interest. In February 1998, when the FBI 


hate sites. arrested Larry Wayne Harris for alleged possession 





of a biological weapon, the media reported on 
Harris’ membership in Aryan Nations. Less than a week after the arrest, the “Public Notice” titled “Nations 


Places US/UN de facto Govt. on Notice” quickly provided Web users with a clear picture of AN’s position. 


This statement criticized the media for connecting Harris with AN and attacked the FBI for wrong- 
fully arresting him. Additionally, AN described a “criminal conspiracy” orchestrated by the Federal gov- 
ernment and the media to use biological weapons in U.S. cities and blame the ensuing destruction on AN, 


leading to the “slaughter” of AN members. 


A second relevant posting, the “Common Law Criminal Warrant” for Thom Barklett Elliott, appeared 


in the “Public Notices” section in early March, 1998. It included the birth date, driver’s license number, 
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last-known whereabouts, and physical characteristics of Elliott, a former AN member accused of stealing 
$2,200 from the group. This “Warrant” informed Elliott that he could “redeem himself” by returning the 
allegedly stolen funds or “turning himself in to any [AN] officer.’ Otherwise, the “Warrant” explained, AN 
“Fully Executes This Affidavit of Common Law Criminal Warrant.” Such statements reflect a philosophy 


of vigilante justice as well as the potential for vigilante violence by AN members or sympathizers. 


That potential is not entirely hypothetical, as AN is no stranger to violence. During the early 1980s, 
several of Butler’s followers joined members of the neo-Nazi National Alliance and some Klan splinter 
groups to form a secret organization called The Silent Brotherhood, also known as The Order, which 


planned to overthrow the U.S. government. 


To raise money for its planned revolution, The Order engaged in a crime spree involving murder, 
counterfeiting, bank robberies, and armored-car hold-ups. Ostensibly, the group’s activities ended with the 
death of its founder and leader, Robert J. Mathews, in a shootout with Federal agents in December 1984 
and the incarceration of many of its members. Yet The Order has taken on a new life on the World Wide 


Web, serving as inspiration for today’s Identity adherents and other white supremacists. 


Hosted by the same Internet Service Provider as the AN Web site, the 14 Word Press Web site is 
devoted to the work of David Lane, an imprisoned member of The Order. Lane’s best-known legacy is the 
“14 words”: “We must secure the existence of our people and a future for White children.” Despite the fact 
that Lane is a convicted felon serving a 190-year sentence in a high-security prison, his writings, includ- 
ing pieces from his monthly Focus Fourteen newsletter, can reach millions through the Internet. Among 
his columns, many of which are offered at the 14 Word Press site, is a sympathetic letter to convicted 


Oklahoma City bomber Timothy McVeigh. 


As violent Identity adherents like Richard Butler, James Wickstrom, and August Kreis look to the 
works of early believers like Wesley Swift and William Potter Gale, other racists on the Internet have 
turned for inspiration to history’s most destructive anti-Semite, the driving force behind the genocide of 


more than 6 million Jews: Adolf Hitler. 


NEO-NAZIS: STORMTROOPERS OF THE WEB 


While the National Alliance and Aryan Nations Web sites pay tribute to Nazism mostly by espous- 
ing neo-Nazi philosophies, other Web sites make direct references to Nazism’s most significant historical 


manifestation, Adolf Hitler’s Nazi party. The symbols associated with Hitler’s Nazis are attractive to big- 
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ots on the Web because they suggest anti-Semitism in an immediate, forceful way to the general public. 


Like Identity “churches,” neo-Nazis use the Web to market merchandise, selling items emblazoned with 
the instantly recognizable symbols of Hitler’s Nazi party. Naming itself for the Shutzstaffel, the elite section 
of the Nazi Party that ran Hitler’s extermination camps, the online store SS Enterprises specializes in selling 
Nazi-related paraphernalia, including newly-designed T-shirts, pins, patches, hats, stickers, flags, belt buckles, 
arm bands, and helmets bearing swastikas, the initials 


“SS,” a German eagle, or an iron cross. Also avail- 
: . : : The symbols associated with Hitler’s Nazis 

able are Nazi patches, pins, rings, and hats designed 

: ; ; ; : are attractive to bigots on the Web 

during Hitler’s era. Like the T-shirt a music fan 
. : because they suggest anti-Semitism in an 

might buy at a rock concert, one shirt reads “Adolf 

immediate, forceful way to the general 


Hitler European Tour 1939-1945,” listing the nations 
public. 


that Hitler invaded during those years. Other white 





supremacist T-shirts sold by SS Enterprises feature 
racist slogans such as “If we knew they were going to be this much trouble, we’d a picked our own damn 


7 


cotton!!” or depictions of Klansmen behind phrases like “Boyz N’ the Hood.” Another shirt depicts a 


“Black Family Tree”: a tree with nooses hung from it, seemingly ready for a Klan-style lynching. 


Young Neo-Nazis Propagandists 


At Our Hero’s Library Web site, twentysomething neo-Nazi Tom Smith” proudly displays a picture 
of his “Aryan hero,” Adolf Hitler, flanked by animated, swirling swastikas. Hosted by Don Black’s 
Stormfront, Smith’s site features numerous Hitlerian essays covering topics such as eugenics and “Aryan” 
culture. Amidst photos of Jews with their eyes blacked out, he lists Jewish “powerlords” and posts a Jewish 
“surname index.” “Before buying anything always check to make sure the company is not j*wish [sic],” 
Smith writes. Seeing Jewish conspiracies everywhere, he calls Bob Dole, Bill Clinton, Ross Perot, and Pat 
Buchanan Jewish “marionettes”; blames Jews for schoolyard violence in Arkansas, and declares them 
responsible for the conflict between Ireland and Britain. “The J*w has been and is always very aware of 
the conflict amongst non-j*ws, and is tireless in his pursuit of trying to profit from the internal feuds of 
his enemies,” Smith writes. “When these feuds are not [innate] in and of themselves, the j*w creates new 
feuds via his presence in each of the opposing countries to create a new profit-scenario for himself.” Also 
available at Our Hero’s Library are downloadable copies of Smith’s extensive messages to USENET 


newsgroups, the Internet’s system of electronic bulletin boards. 


Currently offline, the ALPHA Web site, created by Ryan Wilson of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 


claimed that “more than any other group or political movement in the history of the earth, National 
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Socialism will unify and strengthen the Aryan race.’ Examining the past, Wilson stated, “National 
Socialist Germany was a truly remarkable nation, accomplishing more for racial unity of the Aryan peo- 
ple in a short time than in any other era of history. Thus we honor the accomplishments of our Aryan 


brethren and find no wrong doing in their actions in behalf of preserving their race and nation.” 


Wilson, who ran the now-defunct neo-Nazi United States of America Nationalist Party, claims that 
ALPHA is both a Web site and a new organization, one that is needed because “the Jew has instilled him- 
self into the seats of power in America...the churches, the schools, the courts, and above all, the media.” 


These Jews, Wilson believes, “will not rest until the Aryan races” have been “driven into extinction,””” 


Even before he discovered the Web, technology was an important part of Wilson’s propaganda-and- 
recruiting strategy. In 1993, his United States of America Nationalist Party was using four automated-dial- 
ing phone lines to randomly call about 1,000 Philadelphia-area homes every day, encouraging people on 
the other end of the line to join the move- 
ment for “white rights.” “We’ve studied 
every tactic in history, including the bril- 
liant propaganda of Nazi history,’ Wilson 
noted. “We’ll manipulate the media... to 


undo the civil rights movement.” 


Visitors to Wilson’s ALPHA site 
encountered a voice announcing, “Greet- 
ings my Aryan brothers and sisters, wel- 
come to the ALPHA Web site.” Design- 
ed to use the multimedia capabilities of 


the Web, the site had elaborate graphics, 





animation, and sound. Texts of all sorts 
were available there: flyers and other materials from the United States of America Nationalist Party; arti- 


cles from various sources about the race-based nature of intelligence and reprinted anti-Semitic tracts. 


A paramilitary section of the ALPHA site exhorted “White Men Must Arm!” Wilson suggested the 
weaponry Aryans should use to ward off Jews and non-whites, listing Web and regular mail addresses for 
suppliers of military and survival equipment. Additionally, ALPHA contained a page filled with links to 
formulas for making various types of homemade bombs and incendiary devices, including “Letter 


Bombs,” “Mail Box Bombs” and fertilizer bombs. 
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Longtime Hitlerian Activists 


While Tom Smith and Ryan Wilson are both less than 40 years old and relatively new to neo-Nazi activism, 
other neo-Nazis on the Web represent more established organizations and have been active in the white 


supremacist movement much longer, since the days of American Nazi Party leader George Lincoln Rockwell. 


Following Rockwell’s assassination by a disgruntled party member in 1967, Matthias (Matt) Koehl 
took over his American Nazi Party, renaming it the National Socialist White People’s Party. In 1970, 
NSWPP member Frank Collin started his own group, the National Socialist Party of America (NSPA), 
made famous by its attempts to march through the predominantly Jewish town of Skokie, Illinois in 1977. 
Another former NSWPP member, Harold Covington joined the NSPA in the mid-1970s. At that time, Gary 
“Gerhard” Lauck, who went on to found the NSDAP-AO (a German acronym meaning National Socialist 
German Workers Party - Overseas Organization), was also a member of Collin’s group. Covington took 
over the NSPA in 1980, after Collin was sentenced to seven years in prison for sexually abusing children. 
In 1982, Koehl dropped the name NSWPP in favor of the name “The New Order,’ and Covington’s NSPA 
disbanded. In 1994, Covington founded a new group using the old name once used by Koehl: NSWPP. 
Today, Covington and Lauck both have a presence on the World Wide Web. 


Harold Covington was one of the first neo-Nazis on the Web, establishing a site as early as 1996. 
Covington’s original site defined National Socialism as “‘a world view for White People” and listed guid- 
ing principles such as “Racial Idealism” and “The Upward Development of the White Race.” The site list- 
ed “Ten Basic Principles of National Socialism,” which urged “Aryan” racial purity and conquest of the 


world. Covington lauded Rockwell at length and provided links to other white supremacist sites. 


Covington has repeatedly been denounced by fellow white supremacists as a Jew and an informant 
for the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (BATF). In particular, Will Williams, onetime national 
membership coordinator for the National Alliance, has criticized Covington ruthlessly on the Internet. In 


turn, Covington has lashed back at Williams and NA leader William Pierce. 


Williams and Covington have traded thousands of insults on white supremacist USENET news- 
groups, accusing each other of being traitors to the white supremacist movement. Each man has also estab- 
lished a Web site critical of the other. Williams registered his anti-Covington page at an address very sim- 
ilar to that of Covington’s own Web site, and Covington’s page attacking the National Alliance appeared 
at an address nearly identical to that of Pierce’s group. In 1997, Williams successfully sued Covington in 
a North Carolina court for making defamatory statements about him and was awarded a judgment of over 


$110,000. Covington failed to pay Williams and fled the state. 
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Covington faced further trouble when Matt Koehl, who formerly used the name NSWPP for his 
group, instructed an entity called the G.L. Rockwell Foundation, Inc. to “copyright” that name. Subsequently, 
a notice appeared in place of Covington’s primary Web site barring him from using the term NSWPP in 


“printed material, electronic messaging and Internet Domain Names.” 


Despite these legal roadblocks, a few sites affiliated with Covington’s NSWPP remain on the Web. 
For Folk and Fatherland reprints Hitler’s Mein Kampf in its entirety and more than two dozen of Hitler’s 
speeches as well as Covington’s NSWPP literature, George Lincoln Rockwell’s writings, and various other 
anti-Semitic documents. The National Socialists of Utah Web site lists Covington’s San Antonio address 


for the NSWPP and links to For Folk and Fatherland. 


Web pages for Gerhard Lauck’s NSDAP-AO could be found at Ryan Wilson’s ALPHA site. Born in 
Milwaukee and raised in Lincoln, Nebraska, Lauck affected a German accent and named his organization, 
founded in the early 1980s, after the German name for Hitler’s Nazi party. From the 1970s through the 
mid-1990s, he ran the world’s most productive and extensive distribution center for neo-Nazi publications 
and paraphernalia. According to reformed neo-Nazi Ingo Hasselbach, Lauck was the source of “the bulk 


of...neo-Nazi propaganda pasted up on the walls and windows from Berlin to Sao Paulo.” 


In the early days of cyberspace, Lauck’s materials were circulated on a closely guarded computer 
network named the “Thule Network,” a bulletin board system similar to the “Aryan Nation Liberty Net.” 
In order to gain access to the network, prospective users had to pass a loyalty test and a background check. 
According to some estimates, over 1,500 neo-Nazis in Germany had access to Lauck’s propaganda via the 


“Thule Network,” which remains active today. 


In 1995, Danish authorities, acting on international warrants, arrested Lauck and agreed to extradite him 
to Germany, where he was sentenced in 1996 to four years in prison for inciting racial hatred by disseminat- 


ing anti-Semitic and racist material. Lauck was released in March 1999 and deported to the United States. 


While he was in jail, Lauck’s Web site featured the headline, “Free Gerhard Lauck!” The site said 
about Lauck’s arrest and imprisonment: “these illegal and reprehensible acts by the anti-White authorities 
are a direct assault upon ALL pro-White organizations. YOU are under attack now! If International Jewry 
is allowed to kidnap Gerhard Lauck their next step will be to systematically silence all pro-White leaders, 


organizations, and members worldwide one by one.” 


Like other neo-Nazis, Lauck has expressed intense approval for Hitler and hatred for Jews. He has 


stated that “anything that is bad for the Jews is good for us” and told a Danish audience that “the Jews 


30 


Poisoning the Web: Hatred Online 





were treated too nicely in the concentration camps.” Yet buried among the Nazi-themed books sold at his 
Web site were a group of texts that question whether the Holocaust took place, bearing titles like 


“Auschwitz: Truth or Lie?” and “Did Six Million Really Die?” 


HOLOCAUST DENIAL: THE BIG LIE REVISITED 


Why would an anti-Semitic neo-Nazi such as Gerhard Lauck deny that the Holocaust took place? A 
July 1996 message from fellow neo-Nazi Harold Covington to his National Socialist White Peoples Party 
E-mail mailing list provides some possible reasons. Covington comments, “take away the Holocaust and 


both the National Socialists and the Jews become very different people, almost reversing roles.” * 


Viewing the Holocaust as a “seemingly bottomless gold mine in the form of ‘reparations’ which has 
financed murderous Israeli aggression in the Middle East and numerous anti-White Jewish institutions,” 


Covington wonders: “without the Holocaust, 





what are the Jews?” His answer: “Just a grubby 


little bunch of international bandits and assas- : 
paganda on the Web, presented as academic 


sins and squatters who have perpetrated the 
4 Pee fact or in the guise of free and open ‘debate,’ 


most massive, cynical fraud in human history.” bake paved aie eG vantedevee ee anes! 


Likewise, Covington thinks the general 


public would be “stunned with admiration for pie Be puede le: Web eitee: 


Holocaust deniers’ thousands of pages of pro- 


difficulty distinguishing between reputable and 





the brilliance of Adolf Hitler” if it believed 
the Holocaust did not happen. Paraphrasing 
prominent Holocaust historian and Emory University professor Deborah Lipstadt, he declares that “the real 


purpose” of Holocaust denial is “to make National Socialism an acceptable political alternative again.” 


Since 1979, when Willis Carto founded the Institute for Historical Review (IHR), a sizable Holocaust 
denial movement has surfaced. Holocaust deniers make the mendacious claim that the account of Nazi 
genocide universally accepted by legitimate historians is false, either in its entirety or in most of its cen- 


tral facts. To support this claim, they distort and even fabricate history. 


Unlike Harold Covington, most in the Holocaust denial movement try hard to mask the anti- 
Semitism underlying their claims. Instead, hoping to make their views seem respectable, they pretend that 
their sole goal is to “correct” the historical record. Posing as historians and cloaking themselves in ersatz 


scholarship, the deniers claim that the Holocaust is a Jewish fabrication, not the product of Nazi hatred. 
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Holocaust deniers’ thousands of pages of propaganda on the Web, presented as academic fact or in 
the guise of free and open “debate,” take particular advantage of many Web users’ difficulty distinguish- 


ing between reputable and disreputable Web sites. 


When ADL first reported on Holocaust denial Web sites in 1996, only three existed: Greg Raven’s 
THR site, Bradley Smith’s site for the Committee for Open Discussion of the Holocaust Story (CODOH), 
and the Ziindelsite, which promotes the work of Canadian Holocaust denier Ernst Ziindel. Today, these 
sites are still among the most significant manifestations of Holocaust denial on the Web, but have been 
joined by more than a dozen others, as well as numerous sites with Holocaust-denial materials alongside 


other hateful propaganda. 
Institute for Historical Review 


The California-based IHR, which split with Willis Carto in 1993, remains the world’s single most 
important outlet for Holocaust-denial propaganda. While the IHR seeks to gain credibility by working 
under the guise of scholarship and impartiality, many of its staffers and Editorial Advisory Committee 
members often participate in pro-Nazi and anti-Jewish activities. Current director Mark Weber was an 
activist in the National Alliance during the 1970s, and editorial advisor Robert Faurisson was convicted 
three times of violating French hate-crime laws because of his anti-Semitic activities. Other active partic- 
ipants in IHR include David Irving, the leading Holocaust denier in England, and Ernst Ziindel, Canada’s 


most notorious neo-Nazi. 


In addition to distributing a wide array of Holocaust-denying books, IHR publishes a bi-monthly 
magazine, The Journal of Historical Review (JHR), and organizes periodic “revisionist” conferences. At a 
1983 IHR conference, British neo-Nazi Keith Thompson’s declaration that “if, in the end, the Holocaust 


did take place, then so much the better!” was met with thunderous applause. 


From 1996 to 1998, IHR Associate Director Greg Raven housed extensive IHR materials at his “per- 
sonal” Web site, which he claims is “not supported, sponsored, or financed by the Institute for Historical 
Review.”*' To head off charges that the materials published by his site are anti-Semitic, Raven makes the 


following disingenuous statement on his Home Page: 


If you find material on this Web site that is untrue, please tell me and I will change it. If 


you find material on this Web site that is racist or hateful, please tell me and I will remove it. 


Raven’s “personal” site continues to exist, though he moved all of his IHR materials to a separate, 


“official” IHR site in March 1998. 
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The IHR Web site contains hundreds of online “revisionist” pamphlets, books, and articles, as well as 
a complete index of the JHR. Among IHR’s leaflets, one finds “Auschwitz myths and facts,” which claims 
that “Auschwitz was not an extermination center” and that “the story of mass killings in ‘gas chambers’ is 


a myth.” Many JHR articles are reprinted in their entirety, including “Is The Diary of Anne Frank genuine?” 


Additionally, IHR publishes the full text of a few books at its site, such as Did Six Million Really 
Die? by British “revisionist” Richard Harwood. Explaining why it is so urgent for neo-Nazis to suppress 
the reality of the Holocaust, Harwood complains in his book that awareness of the Holocaust overshadows 
Nazi “ideals” such as “nationalism” and “racialism” while promoting “the need for international tolerance 


and understanding.” 


Committee for Open Debate on the Holocaust 


Formerly the “Media Project Director” for IHR, longtime Holocaust denier Bradley Smith joined 
current IHR leader Mark Weber in founding the Committee for Open Debate on the Holocaust (CODOH) 
in 1987. On his Web site, Smith presents himself as an intellectually honest gadfly with no ax to grind. 


Smith works hard to create the image of a man who wants to encourage reasonable debate among 
reasonable people. His admission that “the Hitlerian regime was antisemitic [sic] and persecuted Jews” 
seems meant to show that it is intellectual honesty, not anti-Semitism, that leads him to deny that “the 


German state pursued a plan to kill all Jews or used homicidal “gassing chambers’ for mass murder.” 


For many years, Smith has been at the center of the deniers’ college outreach program. He first drew 
public attention when about 70 college newspapers published his Holocaust denial ads, which he still reg- 
ularly sends to campus editors, in the early and mid-1990s. All of these ads are reprinted at the CODOH 
Web site. 


At first, Smith’s ads featured long essays that outlined the deniers’ position, such as Mark Weber’s 
“The ‘Jewish soap’ myth.” Smith’s first widely published ad stated “the figure of 6 million Jewish deaths 
is an irresponsible exaggeration, and...no execution gas chambers existed in any camp in Europe which 
was under German control.” This ad went on to note that the “purpose” of accounts of the Holocaust is “to 
drum up world sympathy and political and financial support for Jewish causes, especially for the forma- 
tion of the State of Israel’’ Another early CODOH ad claimed “The U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum 


displays no convincing proof whatsoever of homicidal gas chambers.” 


Upset about the high cost of these lengthy ads, Smith soon realized the power of the Internet. He 


began to place brief, inexpensive ads in school papers that merely listed his Web site and E-mail addresses. 
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Not only did these ads cost less money, they also hid Smith’s agenda. In addition, Smith tried to draw his 


readers’ attention with misleading slogans such as “Ignore the Thought Police” and “Judge for yourself.” 


Smith’s savvy marketing technique was tailor-made for students, many of whom are comfortable 
with the Internet, predisposed against authority, and willing to challenge received wisdom. Students 
responding favorably to these deceptive ads would realize Smith’s intention to deny the Holocaust only 


after visiting the CODOH Web site, where they would receive his message without mediation. 


Smith’s latest ad hooks readers with a promise of a $250,000 reward to whoever can arrange a 90- 
minute, prime-time nationally televised debate about the Holocaust between Smith and ADL. Smith read- 
ily admits he doesn’t “really expect a TV debate to take place.” This ad, like Smith’s previous efforts, is a 
“bait and switch,” a deceptive enticement spouting hollow promises designed to encourage students to visit 


his “vast Internet archive of revisionist scholarship and comment.” 


Once at the CODOH site, students are targeted further. They are urged to distribute CODOH leaflets 
on their campuses and fight what Smith calls the “Campus Thought Police” (that is, legitimate Holocaust 
historians). Also, students are offered a set of links and asked to “choose a major” such as “Mathematics,” 
“Science,” or “Politics.” By clicking on a “major,” they are linked to Holocaust denial articles specially tai- 
lored to their areas of interest. Also presented is an innocuous-sounding section titled “Hot Links to Higher 
Learning,’ which contains links to a variety of Holocaust denial sites; Smith classifies such sites as 


“Social, Political and Historical Activism & Commentary.” 


On June 1, 1998, Smith added to his site another feature aimed at students: “AnswerMan!” Using 


what he believes is “hip” language that will appeal to young Web users, “AnswerMan!” writes: 


From a fleet of virtual time-travel and data storage vehicles, referred to collectively as his 
Crystal Balls, AnswerMan! ranges the breadth and depth of the 20th Century, copping 
knowledge shamelessly to bring it to you...Which could mean helping you out with a 


term paper, if you think about it.* 


Though he seeks to appear stylish, in his answers to visitors’ questions “AnswerMan!” simply reit- 
erates the same old lies, including the claim that Jews deported from Polish ghettos were simply sent to 


settlements “further East,’ not death camps. 


The CODOH Web site today contains a vast amount of Holocaust-denial information. Visitors to the 
site can look for any one of over 1,000 separate documents using one of the site’s eight search tools, such 


as its index of articles by subject and its chronological list of additions. 
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Particularly troublesome are the sections titled “War Crimes Trials” and “The Tangled Web: 
Zionism, Stalinism, and the Holocaust Story.” “War Crimes Trials” offers articles that attack the objectiv- 
ity and legal validity of the post-war Nuremberg Trials, where much information about the Holocaust first 
became public, and where the basic history of the genocide was first established. “The Tangled Web” sug- 
gests that Jews were responsible for Bolshevism in the Soviet Union while linking Zionism to Fascism. 
CODOH manages to present Jews as both International Communist conspirators and ultra-nationalist big- 


ots who willingly cooperated with violent anti-Semites. 


Smith also posts excerpts from his monthly print newsletter, “Smith’s Report,” and urges visitors to 
subscribe. Additionally, he offers the full text of his autobiographical book, Confessions of a Holocaust 
Revisionist, as well as the works of more than 50 other Holocaust deniers, including a group of “New 


Revisionist Voices.” One “revisionist” author who receives special attention is David Irving. 


David Irving 


A popular lecturer and revered “authority” within the Holocaust-denial movement, Irving established a 
reputation as a chronicler of World War II history before adopting the extreme tenets of Holocaust denial. At 
the CODOH site, visitors can find portions of several of Irving’s books, information about how to purchase them, 
and issues of his “Action Report” newsletter. Now Irving has a Web site of his own, listed under the name 
of his British publishing company, Focal Point Publications (FPP). Echoing the depiction of Bradley Smith 
at CODOH’s site, the FPP site presents Irving deceptively as a historian fighting for intellectual freedom. 


The FPP site contains a biography of Irving, copies of his correspondence, and transcripts of his 
speeches. His biography paints him as an intellectual, the author of over 30 books. He is pictured as a 
father figure, sitting with the youngest of his five daughters. The text of over 20 letters penned by Irving 
to various newspapers, published and unpublished, appears in the correspondence section. Of the seven 
transcripts of his speeches at the site, two record talks Irving gave at IHR conferences. At a 1989 THR con- 
vention, Irving announced to loud applause his total “conversion” to Holocaust denial, declaring “I too 


now believe fully in the myth of the Holocaust!” 


Sections of the site entitled “The Legal Battles” and “The Controversies” offer a biased account of 
Irving’s conflicts with organizations that he feels have violated his rights. He provides extensive docu- 
mentation of his libel action against Penguin Books and Holocaust historian Deborah Lipstadt, his “ille- 
gal expulsion” from Canada, and the attempts of “German Public Prosecutors” to jail him for denying the 
Holocaust. Irving also devotes space to the “St. Martin’s Press Scandal,” in which that publisher cancelled 


its contract to publish his 1996 book Goebbels: Mastermind of the Third Reich in the United States after his 
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ties to the Holocaust denial movement were publicized. Chapters from this book and some of Irving’s other 


works, such as the as-yet unpublished second volume of Churchill’s War, can also be found at his site. 


The Focal Point Publications site includes a book catalog that sells “rare books”: titles by Irving such 
as Apocalypse 1945: The Destruction of Dresden and Nuremberg: The Last Battle. As with many other 
Internet book sellers, customers need only specify the books they want from a menu on their computer 
screen; type in an address; provide a credit card number and click on a hotspot to submit this information. 
Irving’s book catalog highlights the importance of the Internet to extremists as a way to sell items that 


would not normally be available in mainstream stores. 
Ernst Zundel and Ingrid Rimland 


Another longtime “revisionist,” Ernst Ziindel has been the leading Holocaust-denial propagandist in 
Canada for more than two decades. In the early 1970s, Ziindel penned pro-Nazi materials under the name 
Christof Friedrich, including the book The Hitler We Loved and Why. In the late 1970s, ads for his 
Samisdat Publishers Ltd. in George Dietz’s neo-Nazi Liberty Bell magazine (based in West Virginia) 
offered Holocaust-denial books for sale, and Ziindel wrote articles for Liberty Bell and another Dietz pub- 
lication, White Power Report. In the early 1980s, the German government named Ziindel as one of the 


world’s largest distributors of neo-Nazi material. 


Mid-1995 marked the debut of the Ziindelsite. Though Ziindel, a German citizen, lives in Canada, 
the site has been hosted by an Internet Service Provider in California. Ziindel has denied that he operates 
the Ziindelsite. Rather, he claims, the site is run by his “webmaster,’ Dr. Ingrid Rimland of California. 
Currently, the site is called “Ingrid Rimland’s Ziindelsite” and declares, “the Ziindelsite, located in the 
USA, is owned and operated by Dr. Ingrid A. Rimland, an American citizen.”* Regardless of who actual- 


ly maintains the Ziindelsite, its agenda is clearly that of its namesake. 


From its first appearance on the Internet, the Ziindelsite made its Holocaust denial agenda unam- 
biguous, challenging assertions that there “was a Fuhrer order for the genocidal killings of Jews, Gypsies 
and others”; disputing the fact that gas chambers were “designed for the express purpose of targeting 
groups of human beings,” and refusing to believe that “the numbers of victims claimed to have been killed 
are anywhere near the number of people who actually died in concentration camps of whatever cause.” The 
site rejects claims that “World War II was fought by the Germans to kill off the Jews as a group,” arguing 
that these are “deliberately planned, systematic” deceptions “amounting to financial, political, emotional 


and spiritual extortion.”*® 
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Early editions of the Ziindelsite provided readers with Ziindel’s writings on “revisionism,” including 
the text of his newsletters, book reviews and editorials.** The site today focuses mostly on other sources of 


Holocaust denial propaganda, though it continues to sell audio and video tapes featuring Ziindel. 


The Ziindel site contains an archive of daily “ZGram” E-mail messages sent by Ingrid Rimland to 
the site’s supporters; almost a thousand messages are archived, dating back to early 1996. A passionate 
admirer of Ziindel, Rimland shares his views on the Holocaust, seeing it as an extortion “racket” run by 


Jews for the purpose of financing Israel and humiliating Germany and Germans. 


Both Ziindel and Rimland lived through the defeat of the Nazis, and both lament it. Rimland holds 
high hopes that Holocaust “revisionism” will help revive the image of Hitler as a man who made Germany 
“the most progressive and advanced Nation of its time.’”*’ In her view, teaching the facts of the Holocaust 
is emblematic of a systematic assault against people of German descent. “Holocaust teaching,” she writes, 
“is...child abuse. It is adult abuse. It is ethnic abuse. I want to go on record that it is soul-abuse.’* 
Additionally, unlike many other Holocaust deniers, who go to great lengths to deny the anti-Jewish senti- 
ment that fuels their views, Rimland has openly voiced her approval for anti-Semitism, calling it “a respon- 
sible and, indeed, unavoidable response to relentless provocation against the gentile culture and tradition 


conflicting with a Jewish culture and tradition.” 


In recent “ZGram” messages, Rimland promoted her privately published fictional trilogy of novels, 
Lebensraum, available for sale at the Ziindelsite. Michael McMillen, a friend of Rimland’s whom she por- 
trays as a “mainstream editorial writer,’ describes her purpose when he writes in reference to Holocaust 


denial: “If a movement is to gain popular recognition. ..it must be embodied in art.” 


In spite of McMillen’s claims that “the anti-Judaism expressed by some characters” in Rimland’s 
books does not reflect the author’s feelings about Jews, Rimland’s anti-Semitism clearly infects her books. 
The heroes of Lebensraum, like Rimland herself, are Ukrainians of German descent who “fight to preserve 
their own race” and look to Hitler as “their liberator and protector from Communist terror.’ Like Rimland, 
her characters trace evil and suffering to a Jewish conspiracy; they consider the Second World War a “‘frat- 


ricidal” conflict where “brother killed brother for alien interests,’ namely, those of “international Jewry," 


The Ziindelsite also reprints a book originally published by Ziindel’s Samisdat press: the infamous 
“Leuchter Report.” Despite the fact that he has publicly acknowledged his lack of scientific credentials, 
Fred Leuchter claimed to have taken scientific “samples” from death camp gas chambers that prove they 
could not have been used to exterminate people. Notwithstanding the discredited nature of Leuchter’s 


work, deniers like Ziindel still pass his report off as fact, and the IHR continues to market it as “essential 
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revisionist reading.” Also posted at the Ziindel site is the fallacious “Rudolf Report,’ by German “scien- 
tist’” Germar Rudolf, which defends Leuchter’s work. Rudolf also claims to have taken “samples” from 


masonry in gas chambers and found no trace of poison gas. 


Another Web site that presents “proof” that mass gassings did not occur at Nazi death camps is Air 
Photo Evidence, created by Canadian John Ball. Ball’s site is unique in that, unlike most Holocaust-denial 
sites, it utilizes the Web’s audiovisual capabilities. Based on aerial photos of Auschwitz, Treblinka, Belzec, 
and Majdanek, Ball declares it “irrational to believe mass murders could have been conducted for even one 
day in the visible corners” of these “busy work camps.” To convince readers of his position, he presents 
extensive photographs, diagrams, and video clips of such camps accompanied by an audible, spoken nar- 


ration. The distortion of visual evidence has long been a tactic of Holocaust deniers. 
David Cole & Roger Garaudy 


Beyond the “revisionist” information posted at their Web sites, Holocaust deniers have demonstrat- 
ed their extensive use of the Internet in responding to two events in 1998: the trial of Roger Garaudy and 


the “recantation” of David Cole. 


In late 1997, a document entitled “David Cole: Monstrous Traitor” reportedly appeared on the Web 
site of the Jewish Defense League (JDL), a Jewish extremist group. The JDL’s statement, attributed to 
Robert J. Newman, went far beyond criticizing Cole for denying the Holocaust, asserting in no uncertain 


terms that the JDL wished to “get rid” of him: 


Don’t you think it’s time that we flush this rotten, sick individual down the toilet, where 
the rest of the waste lies? One less David Cole in the world will certainly not end Jew- 
hatred, but it will have removed a dangerous parasitic, disease-ridden bacteria from infest- 


ing society...An evil monster like this does not deserve to live on this earth. 


At the document’s close, the JDL offered a “monetary reward” for the location of David Cole, imply- 


ing that it was prepared to take immediate, possibly violent, action. 


Within a few months, a “Statement of David Cole” appeared on JDL’s Web site, supposedly signed 
by Cole and notarized on January 5, 1998. In it, Cole renounced his Holocaust denial, explaining that he 
stopped expressing such beliefs in 1994. “During my four years as a denier, I was wracked with self-hate 
and loathing,” he wrote. “The hate I had for myself I took out on my people.” “The Nazis intended to kill 


all the Jews of Europe, and the final death toll of this attempted genocide was six million,” Cole acknowl- 
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edged. At the end of his “Statement,” Cole claimed that it was “made freely and under no duress, and is 


quite willingly, even happily, given to Mr. Irv Rubin of the Jewish Defense League.” 


Unable to believe that one of their own would admit that the Holocaust is historical fact, numerous 
Holocaust deniers, from Bradley Smith and Ingrid Rimland to lesser-known figures on the Web and in 


Usenet newsgroups, complained that the JDL had forced Cole to recant. 


Another cause célébre among Holocaust deniers widely discussed on the Internet involved French 
Holocaust denier Roger Garaudy. On February 27, 1998, a French court found 84-year-old Garaudy guilty 
of violating a law that prohibits the questioning of crimes “against humanity.’ Also convicted for “racial 
defamation,” he was fined 240,000 francs (roughly $40,000). These judgments stemmed from claims made 
in his 1995 book The Founding Myths of Israeli Politics, in which he denied that the Holocaust occurred, 


saying that Jews under Nazi control died of starvation and disease, not poison gas. 


Significantly, Garaudy, a convert to Islam, received support during the trial from anti-Semitic 
Muslims in the Middle East. On January 19, 1998, about 70 Palestinian professors, journalists, and reli- 
gious leaders protested in front of a French cultural center in support of Garaudy. The Islamic Human 
Rights Commission, an Iranian activist group, and Al-Khaleej, a United Arab Emirates newspaper, also 


defended Garaudy. 


In their efforts to win support for Garaudy, both in the Middle East and elsewhere, Holocaust deniers 
employed the worldwide reach of the Internet to spread their message. During the trial, a Web site entitled 
Support Garaudy was created by the “Garaudy Support Committee.” The site, which was registered in the 
Persian Gulf nation of Qatar, is available in Arabic and French as well as English, clearly indicating the 
deniers’ desire to reach Arab and European readers. It portrays “Rajaa Garaudy” as an “international 
French Muslim thinker” who is “standing alone in the face of the Zionist arrogance.” Support Garaudy 


links to Bradley Smith’s CODOH Web site, where visitors can read the complete text of Garaudy’s book. 


Holocaust deniers used the Internet to update their supporters on the Garaudy case and voice their 
opinions about it. Support Garaudy and the CODOH Web site contained the text of, or links to, stories 
about the trial culled from newswires, and Ingrid Rimland’s “Z-Gram” E-mail newsletter supplied break- 
ing news on the topic. Additionally, Ernst Ziindel used Rimland’s “Z-Gram”’ to comment on the trial. “New 
inroads are being made in Revisionism in the Arab countries,” he wrote. “Garaudy and his wife had been 
invited by the Egyptian Minister for Culture and Information to come to Egypt.” In another “Z-Gram,” 
Rimland wrote that Garaudy’s conviction was “good news, because what do we have now in the Arab 


world? A dozen countries being notified the French are in the clutches of an enemy we share!” 
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Ahmed Rami 


One high-profile Arab Holocaust denier who advocated for Garaudy’s acquittal was Swedish-based 
Moroccan exile Ahmed Rami, creator of the Radio Islam Web site. Once a lieutenant in the Moroccan military, 
Rami reportedly played a leading role in a failed 1972 coup d’état and fled, gaining political asylum in 
Sweden. In 1987, Rami began using a public access Swedish radio station to broadcast Radio Islam, osten- 


sibly a public relations program for Sweden’s Muslims but in fact a vehicle for unvarnished anti-Semitism. 


Rami has rationalized his bigotry as support for Palestinian causes. While he has become a source 
of embarrassment for serious Palestinian activists, Holocaust deniers have unabashedly and enthusiasti- 
cally associated with him. Rami has attended forums hosted by David Irving; spoke at the 1992 IHR con- 


ference, and has often been praised by Ingrid Rimland, among others. 


Off the air from 1993 to 1995, Rami’s program returned in 1996, the same year that he established 
the Radio Islam Web site. From the start, Rami’s site offered visitors anti-Semitic material in English, 
French, German, Swedish and Norwegian. Early versions of the site described the “so-called ‘holocaust’” 
as a tool used by “Zionists” to win “sovereign rights to oppress and vilify other people,’ namely 
Palestinians. These “Zionists,” according to Radio Islam, have a monopoly over “information services in 
the West” and bribe Western politicians to support them in their “Anti-Arab and anti-Moslem racism” and 


“hatred against everything German.” 


Today, visitors to the Radio Islam site are greeted with a statement that seems to deny Rami’s extrem- 
ism: “No hate. No violence. Races? Only one Human race.” Yet his site has become even more bigoted 
than ever and demonstrates the implicit connection between Holocaust denial and other forms of anti- 
Semitism. Radio Islam promotes a myriad of anti-Semitic works in addition to those of Holocaust deniers 


such as Robert Faurisson, David Irving, Greg Raven, John Ball, and Bradley Smith. 


The Radio Islam site continues to portray the Holocaust as part of a Jewish conspiracy to draw the 
world’s attention away from “the ongoing Zionist war waged against the peoples of Palestine and the 
Middle East” and “Zionism’s totalitarian and racist backgrounds.” To support this theory, it provides 
numerous anti-Semitic texts that allege Jewish conspiracies for political domination, such as The Protocols 


of the Elders of Zion. 


Expanding on the anti-Semitism expressed by its denial of the Holocaust, Radio Islam equates 
“Jewish Racism,” envisioned as Jewish prejudice against Muslims, with “Jewish ‘Religion,’ as outlined by 
the Talmud. Visitors to Radio Islam can read “The Truth About The Talmud” by Michael A. Hoffman II and 


Alan R. Critchley, which asserts that Jews are impelled, by religious law, to mistreat and attempt to dom- 
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inate non-Jews. The Nature of Zionism by Vladimir Stepin, also available at the Radio Islam site, declares 
that Zionism rests on three basic beliefs: that Jews are “God’s chosen people’; that all others are “merely 


two-legged animals (goys),” and that “Jews have both the right and the obligation to rule the world.” 


Furthermore, according to Radio Islam, the Jews are not the “chosen people” for they are not 
““descendants’ of the mythic Jews of the Bible.” Rather, today’s Jews are “descended from Mongolians 
and other Asiatic peoples who had adopted ‘Judaism’ as their ‘religion’ over 1,000 years ago and had 
become know as ‘Jews.’” Often advanced by Identity believers, this theory alleges that most, if not all, 
Ashkenazic Jews descended from the Khazars, an obscure Turkic people whose leaders converted to 
Judaism in the eighth century. While Identity adherents employ this theory in order to bolster their asser- 
tion that Anglo-Saxon whites are actually the biblical Church of Israel, Rami uses it to demonstrate that 


the ancestors of the Jews were not from Palestine, implying that Israel has no right to exist. 


Finally, the Radio Islam Web site voices support for the anti-Semitic preaching of Black racist 
Minister Louis Farrakhan, leader of the Nation of Islam (NOI). The site provides an audio recording of 
Farrakhan speaking, available to Web users at the click of a mouse. Linking to the Nation of Islam’s Web 
page, Radio Islam calls Farrakhan “America’s most outspoken black leader” and praises Farrakhan’s meet- 
ings with “such enemies of World Zionism as Muammar Gadaffi of Libya and Saddam Hussein of Iraq...” 
Additionally, the Radio Islam site links to, and reprints much of the contents of, the Blacks and Jews 


Newspage, a Web site maintained by the “Historical Research Department” of the NOI. 


MIRROR IMAGE: BLACK BIGOTS ON THE WEB 


Black bigots on the Web have often engaged in their own form of fallacious “revisionist” history, 
most often to claim that Jews controlled the colonial-era Black slave trade. Furthermore, they have sup- 
ported theories espoused by other anti-Semites: Jews are not the “chosen people” described in the Bible; 
Jews conspire to control non-Jews; the Nazi Holocaust did not take place as history says it did, and Jewish 


religious texts such as the Talmud are responsible for anti-Black racism. 


For more than a decade, ADL has exposed the racism and anti-Semitism of the Nation of Islam (NOI) and 
its leader, Louis Farrakhan. Farrakhan has often disparaged Jews and whites, delivering hate-saturated rhetoric 


to thousands of enthralled listeners. He has also expressed support for notorious tyrants around the world. 


Although the contents of the official NOI Home Page are not often openly anti-Semitic, the site con- 


tains a prominent link to the Web site for NOI’s weekly newspaper The Final Call, which often publishes 
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anti-Semitic articles. For instance, a recent story posted at the paper’s Web site contained Farrakhan’s 
accusation that Monica Lewinsky was “introduced” by “Zionists” to punish President Clinton for pressur- 
ing Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu “to give up more land” to the Palestinians. Farrakhan fur- 


ther commented that the “desire” of these “Zionists” is “to destroy the Presidency of the United States.” 


An article at the Final Call Web site by “Guest Columnist” Ali Baghdadi echoes Farrakhan’s claim 
that a Jewish conspiracy is manipulating American foreign policy. Richard Cohen of The Washington Post, 
William Safire of The New York Times, and chief United Nations weapons inspector Richard Butler are por- 
trayed by Baghdadi as “Zionist Jews” who pressure Clinton to attack Iraq. According to Baghdadi, “those 


who are in charge of U.S. policy” want Iraq to submit 





because it has “the potential, if allowed to develop, to . . . 
An article at the Firal Gall Web site by 


threaten the Zionist land grab of Arab Palestine.“ : . i“ 
‘Guest Columnist’ Ali Baghdadi echoes 


In another article at the Final Call site, Farrakhan’s claim that a Jewish conspiracy 


Baghdadi compares the Nazi butcher Dr. Josef is manipulating American foreign policy. 





Mengele to Israeli scientists, who he wrongly 
believes have been working on an “ethno-bomb” that 
genetically targets Arabs. Baghdadi declares Israel and Mengele “two faces to the same coin,” claiming 


Mengele is “a source of inspiration and a motivating force that Zionist Jews were urgently seeking!’ 


The Final Call Web site is not the only anti-Semitic online presence affiliated with NOI. The Blacks 
and Jews Newspage, which is “managed” by the “Historical Research Department” of NOI, claims not to 
be an official NOI Web site, though it encourages guests to “visit our brothers and sisters at the NOI’ and 


links to the official NOI Home Page. 


Based in Massachusetts, the “Historical Research Department” first came to public attention in 1991, 
when it authored and published The Secret Relationship Between Blacks and Jews: Volume One. This book 
argued fallaciously that the history of slavery in the New World was initiated by Jewish ship owners and 
merchants, who as a group remained the main beneficiaries of the slave economy. In reality, the combined 
total of all Jewish slave dealers and owners — who after all, were not acting as representatives of the Jewish 
people — probably accounted for approximately two percent of the overall slave trade. To support their 
erroneous position, the book’s authors unscrupulously distorted the findings of legitimate Jewish authors 
writing on the history of Jews in the New World. Furthermore, they rationalized and demeaned the cen- 
turies of suffering that brought Jews to America by blaming Jews for anti-Semitism, based on stereotypes 


of Jews as inherently untrustworthy and obsessed with money. 
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Web users surfing to the Blacks and Jews Newspage can order The Secret Relationship there and find 
numerous articles supporting the book’s viewpoint. The “Facts and Quotes” section of the site offers out- 
of-context quotations similar to those in The Secret Relationship, all of which purport to prove Jewish con- 
trol of the slave trade. In making such accusations, the Blacks and Jews Newspage mirrors the claims of 
legitimacy made by Holocaust-denial Web sites, portraying itself as a dispassionate vehicle for the facts 
rather than a proponent of anti-Semitism. “One need not resort to vicious name-calling or opprobrious epi- 


thets,” the site states. “One need only to present the facts.” 


Furthermore, just as the NOI invited Holocaust denier Arthur Butz to speak to an audience about the 
Holocaust in 1985, the Blacks and Jews Newspage links to the Web sites of Holocaust denial groups such 
as the IHR and CODOH. In introducing these links the Newspage wonders, “Jewish historians have lied 
so completely about the history of Blacks and Jews that one must ask the unaskable question: What other 


‘holocaust’ have they lied about?” The IHR Web site returns the favor by linking to the Newspage. 


In addition to presenting information on The Secret Relationship, the Blacks and Jews Newspage 
focuses on Dr. Tony Martin, a Professor at Wellesley, who wrote what amounts to a companion volume to 
that book: The Jewish Onslaught: Despatches from the Wellesley Battlefront (1993). Martin’s book attempts 
to link the controversy that erupted at Wellesley when he assigned The Secret Relationship in an African- 
American history class to a grand Jewish conspiracy against all Black people throughout history. In his 
book, which is available for purchase at the Blacks and Jews Newspage, Martin defends the work of the 
“Historical Research Department” and argues that the Hamitic Myth, “whereby Noah in the biblical book of 
Genesis cursed the descendants of his son Ham [to eternal bondage],” was the invention of Jewish Talmudic 
scholars. According to Martin, this myth led directly to slavery, for it was used by slave dealers and own- 
ers as “biblical” proof that God had cursed Africans to be slaves. In actuality, there is only one reference 
to this myth amid thousands of pages of Talmudic text, the reference carries no exegetical authority what- 


soever, and at least five different interpretations of the passage are routinely offered by religious scholars. 


The Blacks and Jews Newspage publishes four of Martin’s “broadsides.” He handed out the first on 
Wellesley’s campus before his book was published, and the second was printed as part of that book. Apparently, 
the third and fourth “broadsides” have appeared only on the Internet. “Broadside #3” presents a number of 
favorable reviews of Martin’s book from sympathetic sources, while Martin’s fourth “broadside” recounts 


his libel case against fellow Wellesley Professor Mary Lefkowitz, who has challenged many of his assertions. 


Such materials indicate that Martin himself is deeply involved in creating the Newspage, for all of 


these “broadsides,” even those appearing only on the Web, are written by him in the first person. 
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Furthermore, Martin’s E-mail address is listed as one of the two addresses for “comments and questions,” 


alongside the address of the “Historical Research Department.” 


While Tony Martin and the “Historical Research Department’ have adopted the factual distortions 
and anti-Jewish conspiracy theories of Holocaust denial, other anti-Semites within the Black community 
have promoted theories on the Web that mirror Identity “theology,” arguing that today’s Jews are not the 
“chosen people” described in the Bible. While Identity adherents maintain that “Aryan” whites are this 


“chosen people,” these Black racists argue instead that the label applies to people of African descent. 


In 1987, ADL reported on Black sects holding these views, such as the Yahwehs and the Original 

African Hebrew Israelite Nation of Jerusalem. Today, this form of Black supremacy is promoted on the 
Web by the /2 Tribes of Israel site, which 

1 cites hundreds of Biblical passages to 
Minister [ Ours Farrakhan ; prove that Blacks are the children of 


Israel and whites the Satanic offspring 


and the Jews 


of Esau. 


According to the /2 Tribes site, 
“the so called white man who claims he 
is aJew...owns the media, stock market, 
banks, real estate, diamond district and 
garment industry.” The /2 Tribes consid- 


The Historical er Jews and others of the “so-called 





ee a white race located mainly in America 


| i Sen oe 
and Europe” to be Edomites, “the chil- 
dren of Esau.” These “Edomites” are seen as “the son/children of Satan...the Devil.” Quoting the book of 
Revelation, the /2 Tribes site declares that God “is going to make these so called white Jews, come and 


bow down before us as our slaves, to show the world we are his chosen people.” 


The /2 Tribes Web site provides contact E-mail addresses for the group’s seven schools and sells audio 
and video tapes. In addition, Web users find a link there to an official /2 Tribes chat room, in which they can 


find propagandists twice weekly “teaching” God’s word according to the group’s racist interpretation of scripture. 


Tragically, though Blacks have long been victimized by racism, some African-Americans have 
turned to the propaganda of racial hate. Similarly, though haters often target women, some women have 


themselves become bigots, spewing hate on the Internet aimed at Jews, Blacks and other minorities. 
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Female Bigots: ‘Aryan’ Women Online 


The appearance of a set of hate sites with contents created specifically by and for extremist women, 
such as Her Race, Women for Aryan Unity, and World Church of the Creator Women’s Frontier, heralds a 
new development in online hate. By speaking up and working to define their own roles in the white 
supremacist “movement,” these female extremists have appropriated feminism’s struggle for women to be 


heard for the despicable purpose of spreading intolerance. 


Some hateful women on the Web echo the positions promoted by their male counterparts: opposition 


to non-whites, hatred of miscegenation, and anger at “anti- White” control of the media. 


From the Her Race Web site, which is housed at Don Black’s Stormfront, comes “Gaia: Everyone’s 
Mother” by Inga Niteau. Niteau declares, “Whites are facing extinction as more non-Whites reproduce and 


invade our lands.” She asserts that “Whites have a right to have many more children than non-Caucasians.” 


“Lights, Camera, Action,’ by Lisa Turner, declares that “White people are subjected to anti-White 
images via television and motion pictures” because “the enemy forces have total control of the film world 
and movie-making business.” Turner dreams of a “White people’s “Oscars’” at which whites “all sit togeth- 


er in a dazzling hall and applaud as our enemies do now for their lackeys.” 


Though these articles bear some resemblance to those created by racist men, most women’s hate 
tracts focus on discussions about proper roles for extremist females. Interestingly, the positions voiced at 
these sites mirror those expressed in conventional discussions about women’s roles in mainstream society, 


contrasting “stay-at-home” mothers with working women. 


Like their male counterparts, extremist women on the Web deny that Blacks, Jews and other minori- 
ties are equal to whites. Yet many extremist women argue that they themselves should be given the same 
consideration as white men in the workplace. By joining the workforce, these women believe they can bet- 


ter aid the white supremacist “movement.” 


At the Her Race Web site, Nancy Jensen, who claims to be “a staunch National-socialist female 
majoring in pre-medicine at an Ivy League institution,” explains that she does not “intend to solely raise 
children and be a house-wife.” Describing staying at home in an extremely denigrating and anti-Semitic 


way, She states: 


Nature intended that women use their brains to advance their race...For comrades to sug- 


gest that women squelch this natural instinct by solely being a house-wife, they are acting 
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unAryan and clearly violating laws of Nature. I mean look at the Talmud — the Jews are 


the ones who advocate treating women as breeding tools and property. How dare NS 


[National Socialist] comrades stoop to the level of the Jews in such a manner. 


Also at the Her Race Web site, Jane Burton presents an article about appropriate “Careers for White 


Women,” such as “Lawyer,” “Human Resources Worker,’ “Advertising Writer,’ and “Real Estate Agent.” 


Telling women “the White race needs” their help, 
Burton writes, “You need to work; so work in the 
right direction!” She asks, “What well-paying, 
interesting jobs could you choose that would most 


advance your race?” 


Many other racist women suggest that females 





By speaking up and working to define their 
own roles in the white supremacist ‘move- 
ment,’ these female extremists have appro- 
priated feminism’s struggle for women to be 


heard for the despicable purpose of spread- 


should be equal partners in the extremists’ struggle, ee : 





even when that struggle involves violent action. 
Nancy Jensen believes that women who would 
choose to lead the “movement” on the battlefield should be given the opportunity to do so. “As for the issue 
of women physically defending their race or country,” she writes, “if they possess that desire and ability, 


than [sic] they should go for it.” 


Other sections of the Her Race Web site also promote female extremist political activism. “Diana, 
Love of a Princess” by Lisa Turner recognizes “the unique power a woman can have in the political world.” 
Writing without any apparent sense of irony, Turner states that the white supremacist “movement” “des- 
perately needs more women” because “women can represent nurturing, love, reaching out, touching, 


bridging a gap, and bringing a gentle, diplomatic approach to the problems at hand.” 


Sharron Edwards, writing at the Web site of the fascist British National Party, encourages “less faint- 
hearted women to stand as candidates” for public office. Though she claims not to be “just another pas- 
senger on the feminist bandwagon,” she believes it “only right that women join our men in the battle to 
alleviate the perils of the present age” and sees “the contesting of elections” as “inevitably an important 


part of the struggle.” 


Even some bigoted sites created by men promote active female participation in the “movement.” 
Thom Robb’s Knights of the Ku Klux Klan Web site features an “Aryan Women’s Page” that boasts, “the 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan under the leadership of David Duke was the first Klan organization to include 


women in its general membership.” The Australian Revolutionary Movement (ARM) Web site declares, 
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“If a woman has the desire to serve her nation in an active service role, she should be encouraged, if she 
desires to work alongside her male comrades, she should be commended.” ARM also suggests that “if a 


woman can defeat a man in combat, then the woman should be revered.” 


In contrast, other Internet documents composed by women promote child rearing and other “domes- 
tic” tasks as women’s greatest contribution to the “movement,” echoing Hitler’s view that women should 


focus on “Kirche, Ktiche, Kinder’ (church, kitchen, children). 


While some articles at the Her Race Web site promote extremist women’s political activism, others 
advocate more “traditional” female roles. For instance, Kate Bell offers a detailed account of childbirth in 
“Birth of a White Child,” asserting that she’s “actually doing something that helps our cause” by giving 
birth to white children. “Race Mixing,” an article by “Zennia,” urges white women to stay away from non- 


white males. 


The Women for Aryan Unity Web site urges racist women to “stand by” their husbands by keeping 
their homes and providing for their “comfort.” These women are upset that they have been taught they “are 
no longer needed in the home as wives and mothers” and angered that they “have been forced to compete 


with men for the males’ jobs.” 


Calling for women to balance domestic duties and white supremacist activism, World Church of the 
Creator (WCOTC), a pseudo-theological extremist group that attacks Christianity, Judaism, Blacks and 
immigrants with equal vehemence, has made a special effort to reach out to females. WCOTC has creat- 
ed three Web sites devoted to women: WCOTC Sisterhood, Pulcher Candidus Dea (“Beautiful White 
Goddess”), and the extensive Women’s Frontier Web site. The Women’s Frontier site is coordinated by 


“Sister” Lisa Turner, who has also written articles for Her Race and Aryan Female Homestead Web sites. 


In a document at that site entitled “The Woman’s Role in The World Church of the Creator,’ Turner 
outlines the group’s position on women. She explains that WCOTC sees the white woman primarily as 
“mother to beautiful White children” but also points out that women, like men, “can become Reverends 
and rise to positions of influence” in the Church. Turner believes WCOTC “must utilize all the talent, all 
the brainpower and man and womanpower” it can get because most of “the White male population has 
completely and utterly abdicated and abandoned their responsibility to defend the Race.” If this was not 


the case, she feels that women “wouldn’t be needed to step into front-line, defensive positions at all.” 


Significantly, Turner singles out Internet propagandizing as a way that women can serve as mothers 


and activists at the same time. “For the first time in the history of racial activism, women with children can 
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get on the Internet and promote Creativity without ever leaving home or taking away from their family 
responsibilities,’ she writes. “This technology can be utilized by women at all stages of life — our young 
mothers, our older women activists who have acquired organizing abilities and skills, and our teenage 


young women who are learning about their racial identity.” 


The Women’s Frontier Web site tries to motivate the Church’s female members, calling for Women’s 
Frontier “chapter leaders.” The site features interviews with women “Creators” (as the Church’s members 
call themselves); articles glorifying “white” women (such as Queen Isabella, who ordered the expulsion 
of the Jews from Spain in 1492, and Hypatia of Alexandria, the only recorded female scholar in the ancient 
world); and a section entitled “The Mud Chronicles,” which recounts “the bizarre, disgusting and criminal 
behavior of the inferior mud races,” i.e. Blacks, Asians, and other non-whites. Additionally, the site pro- 
vides “The Creator Connection,” a “service designed to link Women Creators around the world with each 


other so that they may share ideas, projects and provide mutual support and Comradeship for one another.” 


In addition to its sites devoted to racist females, World Church of the Creator has established an 
impressive, well-designed stable of hateful Web sites that are not gender-specific, from WCOTC Teens to 


Skinheads of the Racial Holy War. 


WORLD CHURCH OF THE CREATOR: ‘RACIAL HOLY WAR’ ON THE WEB 


In 1973, Ben Klassen announced the birth of the Church of the Creator, publishing a 511-page book 
entitled Nature’s Eternal Religion. In it, Klassen wrote, “we completely reject the Judeo-democratic- 
Marxist values of today and supplant them with new and basic values, of which race is the foundation.” 
Sharing the Identity movement’s view that non-whites are subhuman “mud people,” Klassen believed “that 
which is good for the White Race is the highest virtue” and “that which is bad for the White Race is the 
ultimate sin’’** “Rahowa,” an acronym for “Racial Holy War,” was Klassen’s battle cry and remains a ral- 
lying point for “Creators” today. The heart of his “religious creed” was “total war’ against Jews and non- 


whites, “politically, militantly, financially, morally and religiously.” 


Under Klassen’s leadership, Church of the Creator grew slowly but steadily. That growth stopped 
abruptly two decades later, in 1992, when George Loeb, a Church Reverend, was convicted of first-degree 
murder for killing Harold Mansfield Jr., an African-American Persian Gulf War veteran. In 1994, 
Mansfield’s family, represented by the Southern Poverty Law Center, won $1 million in damages from 
Klassen’s Church. Klassen appears to have anticipated this lawsuit, as he tried to rid the group of its assets 


and committed suicide in 1993. 
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Continuing legal problems forced Klassen’s successor, Richard McCarty, to dissolve the group. In 
two separate incidents in California, police averted potential bombing sprees that were to be directed at 
Jews, Blacks, and homosexuals. In both cases, the would-be terrorists were closely affiliated with branch- 


es of Klassen’s Church. 





Church of the Creator was reborn in 1996 pe Ce CONS Spawned Goze: OF ett 


with the emergence of the young, charismatic oe Ee Hele Wide ep eb batty erates 


Matt Hale as its leader. Following Hale’s ascen- MOB EO een be Met C EP oud cad Conus 


sion as Pontifex Maximus (an ancient Roman title eee: 
designated for the Church’s supreme leader), the 
Church of the Creator became known as World Church of the Creator. Aggressive pamphleteering ensued; 
new local chapters were created, and membership has grown. Since Hale’s ascension, Creators have been 


arrested in Florida for attacking an African-American boy and his father. 


Additionally, WCOTC spawned dozens of sites on the World Wide Web, probably because most of 
its members are young and computer-literate. While Klassen was in his 70s when he led the Church, Hale 


is in his 20s, and he has taken his Church onto the Web with a vengeance.” 


At the group’s main site, a document entitled “Expanding Creativity on the Net” (referring to the 
racist, anti-Semitic “religion” practiced by WCOTC) outlines Hale’s plan for an “Internet Blitzkrieg.” Calling 
the WCOTC central site “one of the finest White Power pages out there,” Hale asserts that the Internet “has 


the potential to reach millions of White People with our message and we need to act on that immediately.” 


“We call on all Creators and White Racial Comrades to go to [Internet discussion groups] and debate 


and recruit with NEW people,” he declares, “post our URL everywhere, as soon as possible.” 


Updated frequently, the WCOTC Home Page features books for sale, articles about WCOTC, edito- 
rials by Hale from The Struggle newsletter, and Hale’s weekly “Voice of The Struggle’ audio-on-demand 
broadcasts. The site makes WCOTC membership easy, providing a membership form, dozens of “contact 
points” in the United States, and a lengthy membership manual that covers topics from a WCOTC 


“Wedding Ceremony” to “Dealing with Law Enforcement.” 


According to this manual, “the inferior mud races are our deadly enemies, and the most dangerous 
of all is the Jewish race.” Creators are urged to “relentlessly expand the White Race, and keep shrinking 
our enemies.” Also spreading anti-Semitism, the “Jew Watch” section of the site contains the full text of 
Henry Ford’s hate tract The International Jew. The online version of FACTS That the Government and the 
Media Don’t Want You to Know, a pamphlet widely distributed by WCOTC, claims that Jews control the 
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media, promotes the myth of a “Kosher Food Tax,” and reprints spurious anti-Semitic documents purport- 


edly penned by Benjamin Franklin and George Washington. 


Connected in a “Creator Webring” (which links WCOTC sites, one to the next, in a virtual circle), 
the World Church subsidiary sites serve a variety of purposes, though they share significant content with 
the group’s main site. Many of these subsidiary sites refer to specific locales, such as Central Indiana, 
Ohio, or Southern Florida. WCOTC also has an international presence on the Web, with three sites writ- 


ten in Swedish and one in German. 


Many World Church sites are housed at WCOTC.COM, which claims to be “dedicated to hosting all 
the WCOTC Web Pages all over the White World.” This site’s administrators, based in central Florida, 
charge a minimal yearly fee to house Creativity-oriented Web sites. The originator of WCOTC.COM is a 
Creator calling himself “Wiking88,” who also works with Candidus Productions, “World Church of the 
Creator’s official Web Design team.’* 
Though creating simple Web sites is fair- 
ly easy, even for people who are not 
computer experts, Candidus Productions 
offers to create professional-quality, 
technologically complex Web pages that 
employ “Java and CGI scripts” and “cus- 
tom graphic design.’ The sites created 


by Candidus Productions are actually rv ro 0 SE 


impressive, using bold graphics that io 





ss [hen purpere of mune thir page ie te help che younger memebers of 
1 a wer fight, [ feel very iraparteni thai 
attract attention. ery pean, eres el hdd eederdoed the plebi of the Weir 
Wats aed ie thea poet Ry derarestong: Choa gig, pore hae abet 
begun ta Tight, Became - KOWAL EEO reallp le MED 
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Two World Church sites designed 
by “Wiking88” highlight WCOTC’s 
aggressive recruiting techniques: World Church of the Creator Kids! and WCOTC Teens. With sites like 


ie] ian 


these, easily accessible to young Web surfers, the danger to impressionable youngsters posed by hate’s 


reach on the World Wide Web becomes evident. 


The WCOTC Kids! site (subtitled “Creativity for Children!) utilizes enticing graphics to lure young 
Web users. For instance, the site posts a picture of a white family next to the phrase, “The purpose of mak- 
ing this page is to help the younger members of the White Race understand our fight.’ While many of the 
documents at the site are copied directly from the WCOTC membership manual, one — “What It Means To 


Be A Creator” — is an adaptation of a membership manual piece, “The Essence of a Creator.” The chil- 
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dren’s version of this hateful tract simplifies and tones down its language, making its racist ideology eas- 


ier for children to understand. 


Also available at the Kids! site are “Coloring Pages” and “Crossword Puzzles.” Children are urged 
to “have fun” solving these puzzles while helping “educate” themselves “in the Creed of Creativity.” Kids 
are encouraged to E-mail the site so that Creators can “answer any questions” they might have about the 
crosswords. It is suggested that youngsters print out and color illustrations bearing calligraphic, medieval 


designs, apparently upheld by WCOTC as artistic accomplishments of the “white race.” 


At its Teens site, WCOTC plans to create an interactive message board and post articles by teen-age 
Creators. This site displays a few particularly violent images: beside a drawing of corpses hanging from a 
tree and a monk being assaulted, “Wiking88” expresses the Church’s hate of Christianity, which it con- 
siders a “Jewish” religion. “We can’t allow this alien creed, to brainwash our children, and ruin our future 
with their Jewish greed,” he writes. “Remember the past, remember what they did, kill them all off, and 


lob off their Christian heads!” 


Similarly steeped in violence is the White Berets Web site, where a drawing of white men holding 
guns and a WCOTC flag is set against a green, camouflage background. It describes the Church’s “secu- 
rity legions,” composed of “White Berets” and “White Rangers,” who are charged with providing “secu- 
rity services for members and Church property.” Though these uniformed militants are urged to “abide by 
the law of the land,” they are instructed to own a handgun, practice “martial arts,’ and school themselves 


in “police communications.” 


The White Berets site also links to a “Frequently Asked Questions” pamphlet about racist Skinheads 
(violent, shaven-headed youths). In fact, the “White Berets” pictured at the site are themselves racist skin- 
heads: they have shaved heads, wear suspenders, and sport combat boots. WCOTC has courted racist skin- 
heads since the 1980s, a few WCOTC sites are specifically designed to target that element of the white 


supremacist “movement.” 


Visitors must click “OK” in a window that declares “Whites Only” before entering the Skinheads of 
Racial Holy War site, where they are greeted by a drawing of a giant WCOTC “White Beret” crushing a tiny, 
Hasidic Jew in his closed fist. The Web site for the SS Bootboys, who are referred to as the WCOTC “Church 
Band,” also reflects a skinhead theme. This group of skinhead musicians, which has been active in the San 
Francisco area since the mid-1990s, plays what it calls “WP metal” [white power heavy metal music].” In 
addition to racist and anti-Semitic articles by William Pierce and Don Black, the SS Bootboys site pro- 


vides Web users with audio recordings of the group’s songs to download, such as “Coon” and “‘White Patriot.” 
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Along with these WCOTC skinhead sites, Resistance Records, a racist Skinhead rock-and-roll record 
label, has long had a site on the Web. Resistance was founded by three Church members, and its former 
president, George Eric Hawthorne, has been described as “a top honcho in the Church of the Creator.” 
While the Resistance Records site was one of the first racist skinhead sites on the Web, there are now 


dozens of sites that promote skinheads and their hate-filled brand of rock music. 


NEO-NAZI SKINHEADS AND RACIST ROCK: YOUTH SUBCULTURE OF HATE 


The skinhead phenomenon originated in the early 1970s, when groups of menacing-looking, shaved- 
head, tattooed youths in combat boots appeared on the streets of England. For some, the racist and chau- 
vinistic attitudes held by these gangs developed into a crude form of Nazism with a penchant for violence, 
exemplified by frequent, racially motivated attacks on Asian immigrants (“Paki-bashing”’) and homosexu- 


als (“fag-bashing’”’). 


In the years that followed, the Skinhead movement spread from England to the Continent and 
beyond. Racist Skinheads are found today in almost every industrialized country whose majority popula- 
tion is of European stock, though not all Skinheads are racists. Skinheads are almost uniformly white 
youths in their teens and twenties, who respond to the movement’s seductive sense of strength, group 


belonging and superiority over others. 


Generally, neo-Nazi Skinheads’ views have varied. Some believe in orthodox Nazi ideology, while 
others adhere to a mixture of racism, populism, ethnocentrism and ultranationalist chauvinism, along with 


a hodgepodge of Nazi-like attitudes. 


Their numbers have grown substantially since Neo-Nazi Skinheads first appeared in the United 
States during the mid-1980s. Predictably, this growth has been matched by violence: since 1987, racist 
Skinheads have committed at least 43 murders in the United States as well as thousands of lesser crimes 


such as beatings, stabbings, shootings, thefts, and synagogue desecrations. 


In addition to World Church of the Creator, Skinheads in the U.S. have also linked up with other 
established hate groups, such as Aryan Nations, the Ku Klux Klan, and Tom Metzger’s White Aryan 
Resistance (WAR). On November 12, 1988, three members of a skinhead gang in Portland, Oregon, killed 
an Ethiopian immigrant, Mulugeta Seraw. In a suit brought by the Southern Poverty Law Center and ADL, 
it was later shown that Metzger and his son John had incited these Skinheads to murder Seraw. A jury award- 


ed Seraw’s family $12.5 million in damages, one of the largest civil verdicts of its kind in U.S. history. 
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A major aspect of Skinhead life is devotion to bands that play “oi” white power music, a hard-driving 
brand of rock and roll whose lyrics pound home a message of bigotry and violence. Music is the Skinhead 
movement’s main propaganda weapon and its chief means of attracting young recruits. Skinhead use of 
the Internet has almost exclusively focused on racist music. Bigotry-laced hard rock and the Internet have 


proved a natural match in being used by white supremacists trying to capture the minds of youngsters. 


Before the World Wide Web became popular, neo-Nazi skinheads depended on USENET news- 
groups such as alt.skinheads to communicate with each other and spread their propaganda. However, these 
extremists soon realized the Web’s power. By 1996, a few skinhead sites were already online, including 


Skin Net, Skinheads, USA, and the site for Resistance Records. 


Canadian George Eric Hawthorne, a.k.a. George Burdi, was an acolyte of Canadian Holocaust denier 
Ernst Ziindel in the 1980s before turning to the Skinhead scene. Burdi is lead vocalist for the Skinhead 
band RaHoWa (as noted earlier, a contraction of the phrase “Racial Holy War”) and was formerly presi- 
dent of Resistance Records. Resistance distributes RaHoWa’s recordings and the music of several other 


Skinhead groups as well as operating an E- 
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albums; and some propaganda penned by Burdi. 
Also, the site specifically targeted the young using hip, anti-establishment rhetoric similar to that employed by 
Holocaust denier Bradley Smith. For many months, the Resistance Home Page exclaimed, “WARNING: The 
music promoted by this Web Page has been deemed unacceptable by Big Brother...If you are easily offended 
TURN BACK NOW. ..If you are bold and independent-minded enough to think for yourself PROCEED.” 


In 1997, Burdi was jailed in Canada on an assault conviction for violently kicking an anti-racist pro- 
tester at a RaHoWa concert in Ottawa. In April of that year, Michigan authorities raided the offices of 
Resistance as part of an investigation involving nonpayment of taxes. At the same time, Canadian authorities 
raided Burdi’s home in Windsor, Ontario, as part of an investigation into whether Resistance was using its 
U.S. address to get around Canadian hate crime laws. Burdi was charged by Canadian police with “will- 


fully promoting hatred.” In 1998, Resistance was sold and moved its offices to California. 


In the midst of these changes, the Resistance Web site shrank, but it continues to sell hateful music, 


including Resistance Records releases, other domestic hate rock records, and foreign recordings. Visitors 
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to the site can still use a credit card to order albums such as Nordic Thunder’s Born to Hate and Johnny 


Rebel’s For Segregationists Only. 


Many other bigoted music companies have followed in the footsteps of Resistance, selling hateful 
music on the Web. The Tri-State Terror Web site peddles Aryan vs. Alien by the group Mudoven, which 
features a cover photo depicting corpses from Nazi concentration camps. According to that site, over 900 
copies of this release have already been sold.* Also available there are Racially Motivated Violence by 
Angry Aryans and Murder Squad by Blue-Eyed Devils, which displays a photo portraying three lynched 


Jews on its cover. 


MSR Productions carries hundreds of domestic and foreign Skinhead CDs at its site, as well as white 
supremacist T-shirts, flags, and videos. Along with an album by the group Final Solution and More Evil 
Than a Hollywood Jew by the band Lightning Rod, MSR sells recordings of speeches by the late American 
Nazi Party leader George Lincoln Rockwell; albums of German music from Hitler’s era, and a dozen 


records by Skrewdriver, the world’s most popular racist Skinhead band. 


Numerous Skinhead Web sites, such as the site for Swedish record label Nordland, have paid tribute 
to Skrewdriver, which was formed in 1977 and led by Ian Stuart Donaldson (a.k.a. Ian Stuart), who died 


in a car crash in 1993. Stuart penned lyrics such as 


We were the country, and we could never lose, 
Once a nation, and now we’re run by Jews 


We want our country back now!* 


Stuart spent time in jail during the mid-1980s for physically attacking a Black woman. In 1987, he 
founded Blood and Honour, which has acted as an umbrella organization for Skin rock groups in Europe 


and the United States since his death. 


Not surprisingly, Web sites that promote Blood and Honour often focus on Stuart. At the Blood & 
Honour England Web site, which accuses the British government of killing Stuart, “Erik Bloodaxe” voic- 
es his support for street violence inspired by Stuart’s racist music. He writes, “It is an insult to the mem- 
ory of our fallen warrior, Ian Stuart, to avoid combining words and action!’ This site also exclaims, 
“Tomorrow belongs to you, Ian! As long as your music lives in the hearts of your kinsfolk, you are still 


alive. Hail Ian Stuart!” 


Another Skinhead music site that refers to Stuart advocates violence even more directly. The Oi! Boys 


site features a “BootParty” page. Individuals are identified by the Oi! Boys as needing a “bootparty” if they 
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deserve to be kicked with steel-toed boots by a group of Skinheads. Most of those pictured are former white 


supremacists (now deemed “‘traitors”), but one is a young Black man, who is pictured with his mother: 


This here is Nigger Nate. Him and his mama are holding a Nigger hunting tag that was 
gave to him. This story made the front page in the newspaper cause his mama is in the 
(NAACP) Niggers Are Always Causing Problems. The one thing that his mama doesn’t 
know is that her son is a gangbanger and his getto-slang [sic] name is Chicago. Well if you 


see this Nigger Kick him in the [expletive] head. 


Two of the most extensive Skinhead Web sites, Plunder and Pillage and The White Pride Network, 
also pay tribute to Ian Stuart. The Plunder and Pillage site contains the full text of Skrewdriver: The First 
Ten Years by Joe Pearce, a book-length, sympathetic account of the career of Stuart’s band, and The White 
Pride Network houses pages for Blood and Honour Scandinavia and Blood and Honour Serbia, offshoots 


of the group that Stuart founded. 


Unlike the vast majority of racist Web sites, which are designed in part to promote the bigots who 
stand behind them, both Plunder and Pillage and The White Pride Network have been created and main- 
tained anonymously. Both sites have been registered to post office boxes in New Jersey, but the registrants 


of these sites have not identified themselves.’ 


The huge Plunder and Pillage Web site serves as two fans’ tribute to white power music. These 
lovers of racist rock, who go by the names “Plunder” and “Pillage,” give their fellow fans the latest news 
on new releases and concert appearances of Skinhead bands; reviews of the latest white power records; 
reports on recent concerts; lyrics from various albums and transcripts of their interviews with over a dozen 
music groups. The Plunder and Pillage site also provides racist rockers a historical perspective in “Oi! The 
Classics,” which features reviews of and sound clips from early “oi” albums that have “earned a spot in 


every skinhead’s record collection.” 


The Skinhead who maintains The White Pride Network registered his site under Ian Stuart’s name in order 
to hide his identity. At his site, he goes by the name “Micetrap.” Though he cloaks himself with a pseudo- 
nym, Micetrap doesn’t hide his hateful views. Claiming to “have been involved in the skinhead movement 
for many years,” Micetrap declares the Holocaust “the biggest financial scam in history” and glorifies the 


9958 


Skinhead movement as “‘a sub-culture built for pissed off Pro-White youth to rebel against the ZOG system. 


Formerly known as Whitepower, The White Pride Network features Micetrap’s reviews of the latest 
racist rock records and houses the page for “Patriot Video Services,” which stocks video tapes of white 


power bands performing. In addition to music-oriented pages, The White Pride Network pays tribute to 
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Hitler; posts some of William Pierce’s allegations of Jewish media control, and contains a “Skinhead 
Cyber Tattoo Parlor,’ which pictures racist designs etched in ink on Skinheads’ arms, backs, and skulls. 
Micetrap also encourages his supporters to become active, offering to sell them E-mail addresses and space 
for Web sites, connecting them with each other in his “Personal Ads & Pen Pals” section, and giving them 


advice on how to use Internet Relay Chat (IRC). 


Though not a Skinhead, Alex Curtis also uses the Internet as a tool to bring together and motivate 
the “youth of the Aryan Struggle.” Along with racist Skinheads and WCOTC devotees, Curtis, who is still 


in his mid 20s, represents the new, young face of white supremacy on the Web. 


ALEX CURTIS: UNITY THROUGH HATE 


Alex James Curtis, an anti-Semitic and racist activist based in San Diego, is a rising star among big- 
ots on the Web. Originator of the Lemon Grove (San Diego) Ku Klux Klan, Curtis has described himself 


as a history student at San Diego State University. 


The Nationalist Observer Web site is the online version of the print publication of the same name, 
which was founded by Curtis in 1996. Curtis is the editor of this online edition, posting his “Lead 
Editorials” from the print edition as well as content available exclusively online. Curtis also includes tran- 
scripts of his telephone hotline message; an archive of hateful articles by propagandists such as David Lane 
of The Order and neo-Nazi Matt Koehl, and a catalog of racist audio and video tapes. Additionally, read- 
ers can find Curtis’ “White Power Manual,” which suggests white supremacist propagandizing strategies 


and offers assistance to aspiring hatemongers. 


Curtis believes Jews have corrupted the white race, using the media to convert whites into “comfort- 
loving cowards” who “sit passively” as Jews and minorities seize power. His Nationalist Observer “Tribute 
to Jewry” consists of a picture of “Jew York City” being destroyed by an atomic bomb under the caption 


“The quickest way to exterminate 6 million vermin!” 


Curtis thinks the answer to whites’ problems is separatism. “Racial separation seeks the preservation 
of life, whereas racial integration is the realization of the death of peoples,’ he writes. According to 
Curtis, white supremacists should not regard themselves as U.S. citizens, but as members of the white race 
who should concentrate on “moving into separatist areas or assisting in dismantling the system.’® He envi- 
sions a “race-centered” state in which “citizenship and residency will be explicitly stated as restricted to 


those of pure White ancestry.’®! 
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He feels that only the elite of the white supremacist movement should participate in creating this state. 
“We believe the Aryan struggle to be an elite one,” Curtis writes on the Nationalist Observer Home Page. 
“We don’t promote democratic or mass appeals. We support the unity of our movement and the revolution- 


izing of our spirit into a combined force to take back control of our Race’s destiny, by any means necessary.” 


Unity among white supremacists is central to Curtis’ vision. He sees many different white supremacist 
movements as part of a single “White Nation.” “We go by names such as White nationalists, White separatists, 
Skinheads, National Socialists, Ku Klux Klansmen, and Identity Christians, or others,’ Curtis writes, “but 


these people who put White Racial survival as their highest priority are members of the White Nation.” 


In his struggle to build “unity” among racist leaders, Curtis created a “Nationalist Observer E-mail 
magazine,” which he believes is “the best way for racial activists to keep in contact.” This “magazine,” 
published each day, contains articles by, and E-mail messages from, many prominent bigots. Curtis claims 
that over 1,200 users subscribe to the “magazine.” Among others, Greg Raven, George Burdi, and Matt 
Hale have published their propaganda in 


Curtis’ “magazine” or written personal 
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Alliance called neo-Nazi Harold 
Covington an FBI informant, Curtis faithfully published Covington’s messages and articles in his “maga- 
zine.’ Meanwhile, Curtis defended Tom Metzger, one of the most infamous American haters of the past 15 
years, when Covington deemed Metzger “traitorous.” Curtis calmly replied that “Metzger is a very suc- 


cessful propagandist for racial separation and should therefore be supported.” 


Only when Curtis was informed by trusted associates that Covington engaged in “constant attacks on 
people who are doing a lot of work” for white supremacy did he disassociate himself from him. “I have tried 


to stay as far away from feuds as possible, but have come to view Mr. Covington as being the one who is per- 
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petuating feuds to extreme levels,” he wrote.” “Harold Covington should be avoided because he is spreading 
dissention and disunity in the Racial struggle.” In distancing himself from Covington, Curtis took care not 


to engage in hostility, bemoaning Covington’s criticisms of other racists without attacking him personally. 


Maintaining a carefully constructed air of equanimity, Curtis has tried to represent himself as a “rea- 
sonable” voice in the white supremacist movement, a calm speaker among a chorus of noisy egotists. 
While racist leaders seem to like communicating with Curtis because he shares their views and reaches 
many readers, other subscribers to his “magazine” have praised his composure. “Your attempt to remain 
neutral in the midst of wars between rivaling Racists/NS [National Socialists], and to do so while attempt- 
ing to promote their useful work, is quite admirable,’ wrote “Eric Thompson” to Curtis, “though I’m sure 
it is not at all easy to carry through sometimes.” Another reader commented, “once again you are hitting 
the nail on the head when you refuse to take sides concerning the internal bickering that exists between 
certain factions of this glorious struggle!” A third complained, “I am growing sick of the inter-fighting 


[sic] taking place.” 


Though he has shown respect for the infamous haters who write to him, Curtis has expressed espe- 
cially warm feelings for these rank-and-file subscribers, whom he imagines to be like himself: young and 
serious about unity among racists. In fact, based on letters that Curtis has posted, there seem to be many 
high-school-age subscribers. “If these ‘leaders’ are serious about Racial survival, they better reevaluate 
what they are doing,’ he commented. “The excellent news is that the youth of the Aryan Struggle are not 


gossipers or vindictive arm chair generals. This [magazine] is devoted to them and the future.” 


While Alex Curtis and other bigots try to rally their supporters around the concepts of racism and 
anti-Semitism, other extremists on the Internet focus on different concerns. Some promote homophobia; 
others urge attacks against abortion providers; and still others use their computers to spread the violent, 


anti-government rhetoric of the “patriot” movement. 


HOMOPHOBIA ONLINE: THE WESTBORO BAPTIST CHURCH 


Many racist and anti-Semitic Web sites also contain anti-gay propaganda, but some Web pages, in 
particular C.N.G. (Cyber Nationalists Group) and S.7.R.A..G.H.T (Society To Remove All Immoral 
Godless Homosexual Trash), focus their hatred primarily on gays and lesbians. Perhaps the most vile and 
best-known anti-gay Web site is God Hates Fags, which is maintained by Benjamin Phelps, grandson and 


compatriot of Westboro Baptist Church (WBC) leader Fred Phelps. 
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Incorporated May 15, 1967 as a not-for-profit organization adhering to Calvinistic Baptist beliefs,” 
WEC (which is located in Topeka, Kansas) is well-known for picketing the funerals of AIDS victims and 
others it perceives as homosexual or connected to homosexuality. God Hates Fags contains an archive of 
photos depicting Fred Phelps and his supporters picketing, carrying signs bearing slogans such as “No 
Fags in Heaven”; “Thank God for AIDS,” and “2 Gay Rights: AIDS and Hell?’ According to God Hates Fags, 
WEC has “conducted some 10,000 such 


demonstrations during the last five years 
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fire is never quenched...Not the wealth of the world, nor an act of Congress, nor a ruling 
by the U.S. Supreme Court, nor all the prayers of mankind, nor any power on earth — can 
buy Matt Shepard a drop of water to cool his tongue or ease his pain — or ease his sen- 


tence a day short of eternity.” 


Citing the Book of Romans, WBC asserts that the Bible deems gays and anyone who supports them 
“worthy of death.” The group believes the activities of gays and their supporters encourage God’s anger 
against humankind. Addressing homosexuals, WBC states, “it was your ilk who brought destruction on 


Sodom, and it will be your ilk who fuels God’s wrath to the point that there will be no remedy.” 


Reflecting a conspiracy-oriented outlook, WBC declares that gays have an “agenda” they are trying 
to impose on an unsuspecting public. This agenda involves “desensitizing the public,’ convincing people 
“to affirm their filthy lifestyle,’ and turning them away from Christianity. WBC believes, homosexuality 
is no longer classified as a mental disorder by the American Psychiatric Association only because gays 
used “guerrilla theater tactics” at that group’s convention for two successive years. WBC also believes that 
gays “infiltrate the house of God to try to make themselves look holy,” and calls religious congregations 


that welcome gay members, ordain gay ministers, or perform gay marriages, “fag churches.” 
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While WBC’s anti-gay activities have received much press coverage, its anti-Semitism has gone 


largely unnoticed. According to God Hates Fags 


The only true Jews are Christians. The rest of the people who claim to be Jews aren’t, and 
they are nothing more than typical, impenitent sinners, who have no Lamb. As evidence 


of their apostacy [sic], the vast majority of Jews support fags.° 


In 1995, WBC picketed a synagogue in Kansas because it was holding a commemoration for victims 


of the Holocaust, including homosexuals.® 


According to WBC, “fags” aren’t the only people “God hates”: he “hates baby-killers,” too.” Like God 


Hates Fags, the Christian Gallery Web site attacks gays, but its main focus is near-violent opposition to abortion. 


ANTI-ABORTION EXTREMISM IN CYBERSPACE: THE CREATOR’S RIGHTS 


PARTY 


A 54-year-old Georgia native and self-taught computer consultant, Neal Horsley leads the militant anti- 
abortion Creator’s Rights Party. Horsley developed his extremist views in the 1980s, while a scholarship 
student at Westminster Theological Seminary in Glenside, Pennsylvania, a conservative seminary with 
Presbyterian roots. “I stood on the podium at Westminster and said the day will come when abortionists will 


be looking down the barrel of a gun,” Horsley told the Philadelphia Inquirer, “it put me on the fringe.”” 


At the Creator’s Rights Party page within his Christian Gallery Web site, Horsley posts an anti-gay 
article entitled “Arresting Homosexuals (for their own good).” Citing the Matthew Shepard murder, 
Horsley asserts that gays should be locked up because they inspire revulsion in the general populace. 
Describing gays as “faggots who will burn in hell” and the “living embodiment of the death of man,” 
Horsley believes homosexual activity to be part of “Satan’s plan,’ for “as long as homosexuals are pro- 
tected from law enforcement, all the massive legions of fornicators and adulterers and other breeds of sex- 


ual outlaw can consider themselves safe.’ 


Horsley reserves even more extreme hatred for abortion providers. Though many Web sites, includ- 
ing some racist and anti-Semitic pages like James Wickstrom and August Kreis’s Posse Comitatus site, 
express fierce opposition to abortion, Horsley’s site stands out as one of the most virulent anti-abortion 


sites on the Web. 


The Nuremberg Files offers extensive personal information about abortion providers: pictures; work 
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and home addresses and phone numbers; license-plate numbers; Social Security numbers; names and birth 
dates of spouses and children. Viewers are exhorted to send photos, videotapes and data on “the abortion- 
ist, their car, their house, friends, and anything else of interest.” The site says that the information garnered 
will be used to prosecute abortion providers when abortion becomes illegal, just as Nazi leaders were pros- 
ecuted after the Second World War. Many observers, however, worry that this information has been and 


will be used for a more violent, threatening purpose. 


The list of abortion providers at The Nuremberg Files site reads like a list of targets for assassination. 
Names listed in plain black lettering are still “working”; those printed in ““Greyed-out” letters are “wounded”; 
and those names that are crossed out (‘Strikethrough’) indicate doctors who have been murdered (“fatality’’). 


Within hours of Dr. Slepian’s slaying, Horsley crossed out his name, indicating that he had become a “fatality.” 


The Nuremberg Files are not alone at Christian Gallery in their seeming promotion of the murder of 
abortion doctors. Christian Gallery features “Why I Shot An Abortionist,’ by death row inmate Paul Hill, 
who has promoted the “justifiable homicide” of abortion practitioners. The article describes Hill’s “joy” 
after killing an abortion doctor and gives voice to his feeling that, in murdering the doctor, God had done 


“great things” through him. Christian Gallery deems Hill an “American Hero.” 


Additionally, the site voices support for the “Army of God,” a name used by anti-abortion activists 
who published a bomb-making manual and claimed responsibility for abortion clinic bombings. “Look 
closely at the pictures of the tortured dead babies,” Horsley writes. “You will see there what motivates 
thousands of individuals in the USA today to think about blowing up abortion clinics and worse. Look 
closely and you will see why many people in this nation think waging war to stop the war against God’s 


children is a reasonable action.” 


Beyond allegedly promoting the murder of abortion providers and the bombing of clinics, Horsley 
encourages one strategy “guaranteed” to end legalized abortion: “Secession Via Nuclear Weapons.” He 
encourages states to take control of the Federal government’s nuclear weapons and threaten to secede from 
the United States unless there is a “return to God’s plan for government.” Citing the Declaration of 
Independence in support of his position, Horsley explains that “God’s plan” includes intolerance of homo- 


sexuality and a legal ban on abortion.” 


In the midst of his plea for secession, Horsley mentions The Republic of Texas. This anti-government 
group wants to secede from the United States and misleadingly cites legal and historical documents to jus- 


tify its illegal activities. Such tactics are characteristic of the militia and “common law court” movements. 
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MILITIAS AND ‘COMMON LAW COURTS’: ‘PATRIOTS’ OF THE WEB 


In mid-1994, bands of armed right-wing militants calling themselves “militias” began to appear in 
several states. Often spouting mistaken interpretations of early American history to justify their actions, 
Militia members are united in their obsession with “protecting” Americans’ Constitutional rights, which 
they claim the Federal government has trampled. A variety of activists make up the militia movement. There 
are those militia adherents who merely discuss the Constitution and perceived Federal intrusions. Others 


trade conspiracy theories at gun shows. At the extreme are members of heavily armed paramilitary units. 


“Common law court” adherents declare themselves exempt from the laws of the United States. Using 
pseudo-legal theories based on selective — and often bizarre — interpretations of the Bible, the Magna Carta, 
state and Federal court decisions, and the U.S. and state constitutions, these activists present a serious 
threat to the rule of law by using phony liens, money orders and documents in an attempt to defy the 


authority of legitimate courts. 


Militia activists and common law court adherents refer to themselves as “patriots.” Like anti-Semites 
and racists, these “patriots” have a fondness for historical distortions and conspiracy theories (such as the 
contention that the Federal Reserve runs the United States). Elements of overt anti-Semitism and racism 
have frequently surfaced in the “patriot” movement, which has been inspired by the activities of the 


Identity group Posse Comitatus. 


Though many “patriots” deny the movement’s racial and religious bigotry, its intolerance is appar- 
ent on the Web. For instance, though the Patriot Knowledge Base Web site states that “the enemy” is “not 
the Jewish masses,” it posts the Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion, one of the world’s most widely 
circulated anti-Semitic works. Similarly, the U.S.A. The Republic page links to the vicious Identity site 
God’s Order Affirmed in Love while claiming “We Are Not Anti-Semitic.” 


Even though militia membership dwindled following the Oklahoma City bombing in 1995, militia 
members continue to plan bombings and robberies. Meanwhile, new militia-oriented Web sites continue 
to appear. Likewise, despite the fact that legitimate authorities have cracked down on unlawful common 
law court activities, common law court advocates persist in threatening violence and common law Web 


sites are still active. Currently, there are more than a hundred “patriot” sites on the Web. 


Common law Web sites often post legal jargon out of context and link to reputable law sources, lead- 
ing readers to misinterpret actual law. For instance, Dr Tavel’s Self-Help Legal Clinic, called “The 


Disneyland of the web for patriots and freedom fighters!” by the extremist publication Spotlight, links to 
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online records of state and Federal rules, procedures, and laws. Visitors are encouraged to interpret this 
information based on fallacious common law principles and then use it in a court of law, even when under 
oath as part of a jury. The Legal Clinic posts a document entitled “The Citizens Rule Book - Jury 
Handbook,” which encourages jurors to judge cases based on their own understanding of “natural, God- 


given, Common or Constitutional Law” : 


You — as a juror — armed merely with the knowledge of what a COMMON LAW JURY 
really is and what your common law rights, powers and duties really are, can do more to 
re-establish “liberty and justice for all” in this State and ultimately throughout all of the 
United States than all our Senators and Representatives put together. WHY? Because even 
without the concurrence of all of your fellow jurors, in a criminal trial, you, with your sin- 
gle vote of “NOT GUILTY” can nullify every rule of “law” that is not in accordance with 


the principles of natural, God-given, Common or Constitutional Law.” 


Numerous common law sites also promote anti-government activists as “sovereign citizens” answer- 
able only to God and thus immune from state or Federal jurisdiction. Some offer a racist twist to this for- 


mulation, arguing that there are two classes of 





citizens: “Sovereign” white citizens, whose . 
8 Though many ‘patriots’ deny the movement’s 


rights are God-given, and “Fourteenth facial Me reigiaw Big Ses deken a 


Amendment” citizens, non-whites whose citi- 
apparent on the Web. 


zenship is granted only by the Fourteenth 





Amendment. 


Militia Web sites express paranoid fantasies about a power-hungry government trying to impose 
tyranny on its citizens, a government often portrayed as a pawn of the United Nations or the vaguely 
defined “New World Order.” False depictions of militia members as the true defenders of liberty and 


democracy abound. 


For instance, one Militia of Montana Web site declares that group “an educational organization ded- 
icated to the preservation of the freedoms of ALL Citizens of the State of Montana and of the United States 
of America.” Yet the militia held “the tyranny of a run-away, out of control government” responsible for 


usurping those freedoms. 


The “Articles of the Alliance Of the Southeastern States Militia” claim that group’s members “stand 
against all enemies of the Constitution and Bill of Rights, both foreign and domestic.”” The group appears 


to consider the government one of these “enemies”: it pledges to actively resist whatever it feels consti- 
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tutes “unconstitutional use of our armed forces...against the America people” and promises to “fight the 


New World Order, and any of its proponents, to the bitter end.” 


Many militia Web sites provide resources to help their readers become more active. For example, the 
Citizen Soldier Web site contains a “Militia/Survivalist” post exchange page, which links to the Web sites 
of weapons suppliers, as well as military manuals that cover topics including “combat training.” The 


Minnesota Minutemen Militia site allows supporters 





to “enlist” online by filling out a simple form. The 


Militia and common law court American Patriot Network and California Militia Web 


propagandists on the Internet have sites, among others, feature real-time chat rooms in 


openly expressed sympathy for 
‘patriot’ activists co trial for 


which “patriots” can communicate with each other, 


and the United States Theatre Command Web site 


committing, or planning to conmit, maintains the “Eagleflight” electronic mailing list, 


So which often contains messages urging violent action 





from various militia members across the nation. 


Militia and common law court propagandists on the Internet have openly expressed sympathy for 
“patriot” activists on trial for committing, or planning to commit, acts of violence. These sites lend cre- 
dence to the anti-government movement by focusing on those who have actually come face to face with 
the government. Militia and common law Web sites have provided biased accounts of trial proceedings 
involving North American Militia of Southwest Michigan member Bradford Metcalf and the Montana 


Freemen, among others. 


On November 18, 1998, members of the Montana Freemen, a group of common law court adherents 
notorious for their 81-day standoff with the FBI in 1996, were convicted on criminal charges including 
bank and mail fraud and armed robbery.” During the trials that led to these convictions, the Fully Informed 
Grand Jurors Alliance (FIGJA) Web site, maintained by Georgia common law guru Elder Burk Hale and 
former Militia of Montana member Kamala Susan, kept Web users abreast of the latest happenings “at the 
request of family and friends of the ‘Freemen’ prisoners.” Erroneously citing laws in support of the 
Freemen’s cause, Hale posted photos of Freeman Ralph Clark, who he alleges was “tortured” by his jail- 


ers, as well as “Common Law Affidavits” written by other incarcerated Freemen. 


On the same day as the Freemen decision, Bradford Metcalf was convicted of conspiring to possess 
machine guns; threatening to assault and murder Federal employees, and plotting to damage and destroy 
Federal buildings using explosives. As with the Freemen case, anti-government Web sites, such as Patriots 


Under Siege and Caged Patriots: An American Disgrace, kept militia sympathizers updated on the trial’s 


64 


Poisoning the Web: Hatred Online 





progress and voiced support for its defendant. 


In April 1996, Oklahoma Constitutional Militia leader Ray Lampley, his wife, Cecilia, and their 
friend John Baird were convicted of plotting to bomb ADL’s Houston office, the Southern Poverty Law 
Center in Alabama, welfare offices, abortion clinics and gay bars. Also the leader of the Universal Church 
of God in Hanna, Oklahoma, Ray Lampley has expressed intensely anti-Semitic and anti-government 
views and visited Elohim City, an encampment on the Oklahoma-Arkansas border associated with the 


Identity movement. 


Writing on the Web about the Lampley trial, Indiana-based militia figure Linda Thompson declared 
that the trials of Lampley and other militia figures were fixed by what she sees as a corrupt Federal gov- 


ernment that pays informants to help convict anti-government activists: 


At the defense table, the jury will see the “nut” or target and his “co-conspirators” and the 
jury will hear the babbling and crazy “confidential” tapes played, as they look at the “nut” 
and his “friends” while the “good-guy informant” tells them how all these folks were plan- 
ning to do nasty terrible things. The “good-guy informant” of course will be backed up by 
“good-guy law enforcement” who will parade a lot of evidence, whether it is relevant or 
not, to support this public bastion of integrity, their informant, emphasizing how good his 


work was. The Ray Lampley case is a good example of this that most are familiar with. 


Two weeks prior to his arrest, Ray Lampley told a group in Tulsa, “If you want to have freedom in this 
country, you are going to have to shed somebody’s blood for it?’ He also suggested that he had been attempting 
to acquire bomb-making materials. “I only wanted one bag [of ammonium nitrate fertilizer,]” he said, “because 


I realized that one bag is enough to blow up several Federal buildings if you know the right thing.” 


Where did Lampley learn the “right thing” that told him “one bag is enough” to blow up several 
buildings? According to law enforcement authorities, he likely retrieved this information from bomb-mak- 


ing manuals. Several of these are available on the Internet. 


BOMB-MAKING MANUALS: EXPLOSIVE CONTENT 


In November 1995, Ray Lampley, Cecilia Lampley, and John Baird began construction of a bomb 
with the help of the bomb-making manual entitled “Homemade C-4.” When the FBI arrested the conspir- 
ators, law enforcement agents recovered the bomb-making manuals Anarchist’s Cookbook and Homemade 


Weapons, in addition to the “Homemade C-4” text, from the Lampley residence. 
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Many of these bomb-making instructions are available online. Numerous pages devoted to terror 
manuals are currently present on the Web, and explosives enthusiasts regularly post information at 


USENET newsgroups. 


Additionally, some white supremacist pages sites, such as Death 2 ZOG (Zionist Occupation 
Government), have posted bomb-making instructions. Covered with Nazi and World Church of the Creator 
symbols, this site urges its readers to “Kill the jew [sic] pig before it’s too late” and proclaims its support 
for “black on black violence.” Death 2 ZOG contains downloadable copies of bomb-making manuals such 


as “Jolly Roger Cookbook,” “The Big Book of Mischief” and “Anarchy Cookbook.” 


William Powell’s legendary Anarchist’s Cookbook, first published in 1971, has inspired many Web 
pages. Though Powell’s book has not been available 





Numerous pages devoted to terror manuals 


on the Web in its entirety, a number of Web pages 
contain works named after it, such as ““The Anarchist 


es Pee ee Cookbook IV,’ otherwise known as the BHU 


SEER Sup ees ee Sane tare Pyrotechnics Cookbook. Explosive-related sections 


Sale Ae Ane eens of this document, which is widely available on the 


UP BNET Mewes Oous: Web, include “Making Plastic Explosives,” 





“Napalm” and “Revised Pipe Bombs 4.14.” “The 
Anarchy Cookbook IV” also contains instructive information about lock picking, computer “hacking,” and 


robbing Automated Teller Machines. 


Many versions of another popular online manual, the Terrorist’s Handbook, include a disclaimer that 
warns, “don’t try anything you find in this document!!! Many of the instructions doesn’t [sic] even work.” 
Yet these directions are posted nonetheless, instructing readers how to construct “High Order Explosives” 
such as “Ammonium Nitrate,’ “Dynamite,” and “TNT” as well as “Molotov Cocktails,’ “Phone Bombs,” and 
other destructive devices. Significantly, this Handbook also includes a “Checklist for Raids on Labs,” con- 
cluding that “in the end, the serious terrorist would probably realize that if he/she wishes to make a truly 


useful explosive, he or she will have to steal the chemicals to make the explosive from a lab.” 


According to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, Federal agents investigating at least 30 
bombings and four attempted bombings between 1985 and June 1996 recovered bomb-making literature 
that the suspects had obtained from the Internet.” In these investigations, the possession of bomb-making 
literature has been taken by law enforcement authorities as strong circumstantial evidence that this litera- 


ture has been used to plan crimes. 
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Like other extremist material on the Internet, bomb-making manuals are readily accessible to chil- 
dren. In fact, these tracts have already been accessed by eager, impressionable youngsters. The Washington 
Post has described discussions among 14-year-olds about “which propellants are best to use, which Web 
sites have the best recipes and whether tin or aluminum soda cans make better bomb casings.”” 
Furthermore, children have used recipes found on the Web to create and detonate bombs. For example, two 
15-year-old boys from Orem, Utah, landed in a juvenile-detention center after they constructed a pipe 
bomb using online instructions. Similarly, three high school students in Ogden, Utah, who ignited a bomb 


at a Jehovah’s Witnesses church later told police they learned how to make the device from a Web page 


devoted to the Anarchists Cookbook.” 
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CONCLUSION 


The Internet, and particularly the World Wide Web, have grown dramatically since the creation of 
Stormfront, the first extremist hate site, in 1995, and this growth shows no sign of abating. As increasing 
numbers of people come online, more are potentially exposed to the growing mass of bigotry easily available 


there, their attitudes and behavior conceivably influenced by its malignant presence and insidious appeals. 


Former Knights of the Ku Klux Klan leader Don Black, creator of Stormfront, continually adds to 
his site and hosts many other haters’ Web pages. David Duke, another former leader of the Knights, and 
the National Association for the Advancement of White People, a group that Duke founded, employ the 
Web in hiding their white supremacist beliefs behind the slick, misleading rhetoric of “white rights.” 
Factions of the currently weakened Ku Klux Klan use the Internet as a means to revitalization, spreading 


the Klan’s traditional message of hatred for Jews, Blacks and immigrants. 


Numerous groups and individuals have created and maintain Web sites promoting the ideals of 
Hitler’s Nazi party. While some bigots revel in the Nazis’ murder of 6 million Jews, others have denied that 
this genocide took place, maligning Jews in their effort to win Adolf Hitler’s ideals new life — or, at least, 
a measure of legitimacy — in the political mainstream. Similarly, Black bigots, including the Nation of 
Islam, have cloaked virulent anti-Semitism in the language of historical revisionism, mistakenly claiming 
that Jews were primarily responsible for the trade in Black slaves. Even women, who like Blacks have his- 


torically been targets of bigotry, have joined male white supremacists denouncing Blacks and Jews online. 


The young have shown a propensity for utilizing the Internet, and this applies no less to young big- 
ots. The World Church of the Creator has established a number of attractive, well-designed Web sites, 
including some that specifically target teens and children. University student Alex Curtis has created a 
vicious site and mailing list popular among racists and anti-Semites, whom he wishes to bring together in 
support of his violent, hateful ideals. Marrying the Internet to hateful rock music, racist skinheads attempt 


to use it to win the hearts and minds of the young. 


Anti-Semites and racists have not been alone in spreading hate on the Internet. Anti-gay Web sites, 
anti-abortion pages, and the anti-government presence of the militia and common law court movement 


have joined them online, as have bomb-making pages, which promote violent extremism of all stripes. 


Combating online extremism presents enormous technological and legal difficulties. Even if it were 
electronically feasible to keep sites off the Internet, the international nature of this medium makes legal 


regulation virtually impossible. Furthermore, in the United States, the First Amendment guarantees the 
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right of freedom of speech to all Americans, even those whose opinions are reprehensible. Consequently, 


governments, corporations and people of goodwill have looked for alternative ways to address the problem. 


Internet Service Providers (ISPs) based in the United States are not bound by the First Amendment, 
and they are not legally liable for the content of the sites they host. Consequently, the decision to host hate 
sites is theirs alone. Whatever their motivation, some have elected to host haters, while others require sub- 


scribers to sign contractual terms of service which prohibit using their facilities to promote hate. 


Just as an Internet Service Provider can remove a hate site from its servers, concerned individuals 
can remove such sites from their screens. Filtering software products can help concerned individuals keep 
their home computers free of hate. Additionally, Internet users can let responsible authorities know about 


the threatening, hateful and violent material they find. 


It is also important that individuals and organizations do more than speak out against bigotry. ADL 
hopes that the public will not only reject extremist propaganda on the Internet, but also choose to use the 


Internet to promote tolerance. 


As a powerful technological tool that permits instantaneous communication between disparate pop- 
ulations across the globe, the Internet can promote cultural tolerance in a larger sense. It can help educate 
people, promote positive messages, spread truthful information, and facilitate the exchange of ideas. 
Indeed, the Internet has the potential to reinforce respect for all people’s voices, to truly become what some 


have already called it: “the great equalizer.” 
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TEN FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
ABOUT THE LAW AND HATE ON THE INTERNET 


As an organization dedicated to the eradication of bigotry in all its forms, the Anti-Defamation 
League has long been concerned about the propagation of racism, anti-Semitism and prejudice on the 
Internet. After all, this medium allows extremists easy access to a potential audience of millions. In numer- 
ous reports, the League has detailed the ways bigots are using the Internet to promote and recruit for their 


cause, communicate more easily and cheaply and reach new audiences — particularly the young. 


ADL believes that the best response to the words of bigots and extremists is more speech: hence our 
many reports on high-tech hate. But we also believe that parents, educators, civil rights groups, govern- 
ment officials, and members of the computer industry have a responsibility to understand the legal ramifi- 
cations of hate speech on the Internet. What follows are answers to 10 frequently asked questions regard- 


ing regulation of hate on the Internet. 


1. Why can’t the government ban use of the Internet to spread hateful 


and racist ideology in the United States? 


The Internet is probably the greatest forum for the exchange of ideas that the world has ever seen. It 
operates across national borders, and efforts by the international community or any one government to reg- 


ulate speech on the Internet would be virtually impossible, both technologically and legally. 


In the United States, the First Amendment to the Constitution guarantees the right of freedom of speech 
to all Americans, even those whose opinions are reprehensible. In a number of recent decisions, the Supreme 
Court has reaffirmed that our government may not regulate the content of Internet speech to an extent greater 
than it may regulate speech in more traditional areas of expression such as the print media, the broadcast media, 
or the public square. While courts may take into account the Internet’s vast reach and accessibility, they must 


still approach attempts to censor or regulate speech online from a traditional constitutional framework. 


2. What kind of hate speech on the Internet is not protected by the 


First Amendment? 


Internet speech that is merely critical, annoying, offensive or demeaning enjoys constitutional pro- 


tection. However, the First Amendment does not provide a shield for libelous speech or copyright infringe- 
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ment, nor does it protect certain speech that threatens or harasses other people. For example, an E-mail or 
a posting on a Web site that expresses a clear intention or threat by its writer to commit an unlawful act 
against another specific person is likely to be actionable under criminal law. Persistent or pernicious 
harassment aimed at a specific individual is not protected if it inflicts or intends to inflict emotional or 
physical harm. To rise to this level, harassment on the Internet would have to consist of a “course of con- 
duct” rather than a single isolated instance. A difficulty in enforcing laws against harassment is the ease of 
anonymous communication on the Internet. Using a service that provides almost-complete anonymity, a 


bigot may repeatedly E-mail his victim without being readily identified. 


Blanket statements expressing hatred of an ethnic, racial or religious nature are protected by the First 
Amendment, even if those statements mention individual people and even if they cause distress in those 
individuals. Similarly, denial of the Holocaust — though abhorrent — is almost never actionable under 
American law. The Constitution protects the vast majority of extremist Web sites that disseminate racist or 


anti-Semitic propaganda. 


3. Has anyone ever been successfully prosecuted in the United States 


for sending racist threats via E-mail? 


There is legal precedent for such a prosecution. In 1998, a former student was sentenced to one year 
in prison for sending E-mail death threats to 60 Asian-American students at the University of California, 
Irvine. His E-mail was signed “Asian hater’ and threatened that he would “make it my life carreer [sic] to 
find and kill everyone one [sic] of you personally.” That same year, another California man pled guilty to 


Federal civil rights charges after he sent racist E-mail threats to dozens of Latinos throughout the country. 


4. Has anyone ever been held liable in the United States for encour- 


aging acts of violence on the World Wide Web? 


Yes. In 1999, a coalition of groups opposed to abortion was ordered to pay over $100 million in dam- 
ages for providing information for a Web site called “Nuremberg Files” which posed a threat to the safety of 
a number of doctors and clinic workers who perform abortions. The site posted photos of abortion providers, 
their home addresses, license plate numbers and the names of their spouses and children. In three instances, 
after a doctor listed on the site was murdered, a line was drawn through his name. Although the site fell 
short of explicitly calling for assault on doctors, the jury found that the information it contained amount- 


ed to a real threat of bodily harm. 
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5. Can hate crimes laws be used against hate on the Internet? 


If a bigot’s use of the Internet rises to the level of criminal conduct, it may subject the perpetrator to 
an enhanced sentence under a state’s hate crimes law. Currently, 40 states and the District of Columbia 
have such laws in place. The criminal’s sentence may be more severe if the prosecution can prove that he 
or she intentionally selected the victim based on the victim’s race, nationality, religion, gender or sexual 


orientation. However, these laws do not apply to conduct or speech protected by the First Amendment. 


6. May commercial Internet Service Providers (ISPs) prevent the 


use of their services by extremists? 


Yes. Commercial ISPs, such as America Online (AOL), may voluntarily agree to prohibit users from 
sending racist or bigoted messages over their services. Such prohibitions do not implicate First 
Amendment rights because they are entered into through private contracts and do not involve government 


action in any way. 


Once an ISP promulgates such regulations, it must monitor the use of its service to ensure that the reg- 
ulations are followed. If a violation does occur, the ISP should, as a contractual matter, take action to prevent 
it from happening again. For example, if a participant in a chat room engages in racist speech in violation of 
the “terms of service” of the ISP, his account could be cancelled, or he could be forbidden from using the chat 


room in the future. ISPs should encourage users to report suspected violations to company representatives. 


The effectiveness of this remedy is limited, however. Any subscriber to an ISP who loses his or her 
account for violating that ISP’s regulations may resume propagating hate by subsequently signing up with 


another any of the dozens of more permissive I[SP’s in the marketplace. and resume propagating hate. 


7. May universities prevent the use of their computer services for 


the promotion of extremist views? 


Because private universities are not agents of the government, they may forbid users from engaging 
in offensive speech using university equipment or university services. Public universities, as agents of the 
government, must follow the First Amendment’s prohibition against speech restrictions based on content 


or viewpoint. 
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Nonetheless, public universities may promulgate content-neutral regulations that effectively prevent 
the use of school facilities or services by extremists. For example, a university may limit use of its com- 
puters and server to academic activities only. This would likely prevent a student from creating a racist 
Web site for propaganda purposes or from sending racist E-mail from his student E-mail account. One such 
policy — at the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana — stipulates that its computer services are “pro- 
vided in support of the educational, research and public service missions of the University and its use must 


be limited to those purposes.” 


Universities depend on an atmosphere of academic freedom and uninhibited expression. Any deci- 
sion to limit speech on a university campus — even speech in cyberspace — will inevitably affect this ideal. 
College administrators should confer with representatives from both the faculty and student body when 


implementing such policies. 


8. How does the law in foreign countries differ from American law 
regarding hate on the Internet? Can an American citizen be subject to 
criminal charges abroad for sending or posting material that is ille- 


gal in other countries? 


In most countries, hate speech does not receive the same constitutional protection as it does in the 
United States. In Germany, for example, it is illegal to promote Nazi ideology. In many European coun- 
tries, it is illegal to deny the reality of the Holocaust. Authorities in Denmark, France, Britain, Germany 


and Canada have brought charges for crimes involving hate speech on the Internet. 


While national borders have little meaning in cyberspace, Internet users who export material that is 
illegal in some foreign countries may be subject to prosecution under certain circumstances. An American 
citizen who posts material on the Internet that is illegal in a foreign country could be prosecuted if he sub- 
jected himself to the jurisdiction of that country or of another country whose extradition laws would allow 
for his arrest and deportation. However, under American law, the United States will not extradite a person 


for engaging in a constitutionally protected activity even if that activity violates a criminal law elsewhere. 


9. What are Internet ‘filters’ and when is their use appropriate? 


Filters are software that can be installed along with a Web browser to block access to certain Web 


sites that contain inappropriate or offensive material. Parents may choose to install filters on their chil- 
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dren’s computers in order to prevent them from viewing sites that contain pornography or other problem- 
atic material. ADL has developed a filter (“HateFilter’™) that blocks access to Web sites that advocate 
hatred, bigotry or violence towards Jews or other groups on the basis of their religion, race, ethnicity, sex- 
ual orientation or other immutable characteristics. HateFilter™, which can be downloaded from ADL’s 
Web site (www.adl.org), contains a “redirect” feature which offers users who try to access a blocked site 
the chance to link directly to related ADL educational material. The voluntary use of filtering such soft- 
ware in private institutions or by parents in the home does not violate the First Amendment because such 


use involves no government action. 


There are also some commercially marketed filters that focus on offensive words and phrases. Such 


filters, which are not site-based, are designed primarily to screen out obscene and pornographic material. 


10. May public schools and public libraries install filters on com- 


puter equipment available for public use? 


The use of filters by public institutions, such as schools and libraries, has become a hotly contested 
issue that remains unresolved. At least one Federal court has ruled that a local library board may not 
require the use of filtering software on all library Internet computer terminals. A possible compromise for 
public libraries with multiple computers would be to allow unrestricted Internet use for adults, but to pro- 


vide only supervised access for children. 


Courts have not ruled on the constitutionality of hate speech filters on public school library comput- 
ers. However, given the broad free speech rights afforded to students by the First Amendment, it is unlike- 


ly that courts would allow school libraries to require filters on all computers available for student use. 
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One Securities Centre, 3490 Piedmont Road NE (Suite 610), Atlanta, GA 30305 (atlanta@adLorg) .o.cccccecteteteteeeseeeeeenees (404) 262-3470 
BOSTON (New England) 
126 High Street, 4th Floor, Boston, MA 02110 (boston@ad org) ..cccecceesesesssesesssesessseseceseseseseseseseseseseseseseseeeseseesseseeeseseesseseeeees (617) 457-8800 
CHICAGO (Greater Chicago/Upper Midwest) 
309 West Washington (Suite 750), Chicago, IL 60606 (chicago@adL.org) ...ceccececeseseesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesenesenesenenenenenenenees (312) 782-5080 
CLEVELAND (Ohio/Kentucky/Allegheny) 
505 Terminal Tower, Cleveland, OH 44113 (cleveland@ad org) oc. cccesesesssesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesenesesesesesenesesesesesesesesenenesenenesenees (216) 579-9600 
CONNECTICUT 
345 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511 (connecticut@adLorg) o.eccccesesesssseeseteereeseseseseneseseseseseseseseneaeseseseneneeeneneneneaees (203) 772-1300 
DALLAS (North Texas/Oklahoma) 
12800 Hillcrest Road (Suite 219), Dallas, TX 75230 (dallas@adLorg) o.cccecsssesssssssseseesseseeseeeseesssseesseseenseseeeseseeeseseeeeeseenseseenees (972) 960-0342 
DC (District of Columbia/Maryland/Virginia/North Carolina) 
1100 Connecticut Avenue, NW (Suite 1020), Washington, DC 20036 (washington-dc@adl.org) ....eceeeeeeseeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeneeseeeees (202) 452-8310 
DENVER (Mountain States) 
1120 Lincoln Street (Suite 1301), Denver, CO 80203-2136 (denver@adL.org) ..cccccccsessessesseesessecsesseneeenenseeeeeeeeeseseeeseseeeeeeeesees (303) 830-7177 
DETROIT (Michigan) 
4000 Town Center (Suite 420), Southfield, MI 48075-1402 (detroit@adl.org) o.c.ccccceceseseeseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseneseseneeeneneeenenees (248) 355-3730 
HOUSTON (Southwest) 
4635 Southwest Freeway (Suite 400), Houston, TX 77027 (houston@ad].org) ..c.ceccesessssseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseneseneneneneneeenees (713) 627-3490 
LONG ISLAND 
6800 Jericho Turnpike, Suite 112W, Syosset, NY 11791 (long-island@adl.org) .o.cccccecessesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesenesesesesesenesenenens (516) 496-0328 
LOS ANGELES (Pacific Southwest) 
10495 Santa Monica Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90025 (los-angeles@adl.org) ....cccccecssssssessseeseseeeseseeeeeeeeeseseeeceeeseseeeeeseeeeeseeeees (310) 446-8000 
SATELLITE OFFICES 
LAS VEGAS, 1050 East Flamingo Road (Suite N339), Las Vegas, NV 89119 (las-vegas@adLorg) ..c.seeseseseseseteteteteteteteees (702) 862-8600 
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY, 22622 Vanowen Street, West Hills, CA 91307 (san-fernando-valley@adl.org) occ (818) 464-3220 
MIAMI (Florida) 
2 South Biscayne Boulevard (Suite 2650), Miami, FL 33131-1802 (miami@adLorg) ...c.cccecceesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesenenesesenees (305) 373-6306 
SATELLITE OFFICE 
BROWARD COUNTY, 1 Financial Plaza (Suite 2600), Fort Lauderdale, FL 33394 (broward-county@adLorg) ......eeee (954) 779-3090 
NEW JERSEY 
743 Northfield Avenue, West Orange, NJ 07052 (new-jersey@ad org) ..c.cceccesessseseeseseeseseseseseneseseseseseneseseseseneeeeeeeeeeeneeeneenenes (973) 669-9700 
NEW ORLEANS (South Central) 
925 Common Street (Suite 975), New Orleans, LA 70112 (new-orleans@adl.org) ..c.ceccecesssesesesesesesesesesesesesenesesesesenesesesenenenenens (504) 522-9534 
NEW YORK (all of New York State except Long Island) 
823 United Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017 (mew-york@ad org) ..e.cccececssesessseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseaeseseaeseneaees (212) 885-7970 
OMAHA (Plains States) 
333 South 132nd Street, Omaha, NE 68154 (omaha@ad org) ..cccccesesessseseeseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseneseneeesesesenenees (402) 333-1303 
ORANGE COUNTY/LONG BEACH 
959 South Coast Drive (Suite 374), Costa Mesa, CA 92626 (orange-county@ad org) .o.cececceseseseseseseseseseseseseseseneseseneneneseneeenenees (714) 979-4733 
PALM BEACH COUNTY 
The Commerce Center, 324 Datura Street (Suite 223), 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 (palm-beach-county@adLorg) ..c.cccsessssssseseseesesesesesesesesescscscnencseneneseneecsescacseseaeseseneaeseaeseaeaeseaeaeaeaes (561) 832-7144 
PHILADELPHIA (Eastern Pennsylvania/Delaware) 
230 South Broad Street, 20th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19102 (philadelphia@adLorg) cc cceceesesesesesesesesesenesesesesenenesenenenenenees (215) 735-4267 
SAN DIEGO 
7851 Mission Center Court (Suite 320), San Diego, CA 92108 (san-diego@adl.org) o.eeecceeseseseteesetereeeteseetereeeneteteneeetenenenenes (619) 293-3770 
SAN FRANCISCO (Central Pacific) 
720 Market Street (Suite 800), San Francisco, CA 94102-2501 (san-francisco@adL.org) ..ceeceessessseseseeteseeteseeeeteeeeeeenetetenenenes (415) 981-3500 
SEATTLE (Pacific Northwest) 
Plaza 600 Building (Suite 720), 600 Stewart Street, Seattle, WA 98101 (seattle@adl.org) .o.ccccececeseseesesesesesereneseteneneseneeenenees (206) 448-5349 
ST. LOUIS (Missouri/Southern Illinois) 
10420 Old Olive, Suite 208, St. Louis, MO 63141  (st-louis@adLorg) oeeeeeesssssessessesseseeesseeeeseensnseeseeeeeneeseseseseeseeseeeeeseeseeseenees (314) 432-6868 
OFFICES OUTSIDE THE U.S. 
JERUSALEM 
30 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel 94101 (adl@netvision.netuil) .eccceeeseessseseseseteseeteteeeeneeeeneseeteeeeeneeenenetenenenenenes 011-972-2-625-1171 
VIENNA 
Spiegelgasse 21/14, A-1010 Vienna, Austria (lauder.adl-vienna@netway.at) ......s.ccesssesesseeteseteeseseseseseseneseseneeeseneseteneeeneneeeseeed 011-43-1-513-7772 
CANADA 
Cooperative Association with the League for Human Rights of Canadian B’nai Brith 
15 Hove Street (Suite 210), Downsview, Ontario, Canada, M3H 4Y8 (league@bnaibrith.ca) oo. eeseseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees (416) 633-6224 
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